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I'nasa I. «IleyanbHbIN MJI0J OTPABJIEHHOIO APEBA...»

— Hy cormnamaiics yxxe, CHexaHna! — 3acMmesnacy Ynuta. — UTo Thl
KakK MJIaJIeHell B caMoM Jiene!

Ona mocMoTpesna Ha MOJPYKKY, TaKyl0 CKPOMHYIO U 3aCTEHYHU-
BYIO, U CHOBA 3aCMesIach.

— 51 % roBOPIO, UTO MBI CMOXKEM OOEpHYTHCS 3a J[Ba JIHSA U HAC HH-
KTO He crioxBaTuTcs! Pogurenu Bc€ paBHO OyayT B ropojie Ha ipMapke
Bce BbIXONHBIe! U 1 Tebe TOUHO TOBOPIO, MBI TaM HaBEPHSIKA CMOXKEM
YBUJAETH TOPHBIX AMb(OB!

— B aTux Mecrax yxe mapy coTeH JIeT He ObUIO 31b(OB... 2 TOPHBIX
216 OB TOBOPSAT BOOOIIE HCTPEOMIIH. ..

— Hy xoHeuHo ke ux uctpeOunu! — HeTepnenarnBo OTBETHIIA YIIUTA.
— Ho moii 6pat yBepeH, 4To BO BpeMs 0XOThl OH HaOp&n Ha MeCTo, I
OHHU JIaJH mociennuit 6oi! MoxeT Tam emié ocTaaoch Opyxkue — pas-
Be Tebe He MHTepecHO?! — BO30YKIEHHO BOCKIMKHYJIA OHA, U TYT K€
HEOBOJILHO HAXMYpPHIIAaCh, BUIIS, YTO MOJpYyTa BCE eI1é COMHEBAETCSI.

Onu He MoTiH OBI OBITH O0JIee pa3HBIMU. YIIMTA ObLTAa COTHEUHOM,
yepecuyyp aKTUBHOM, KPETKO COUTOM, KaK U MOJIOKEHO KPEeCThSIHCKOM
nodyepu. E€ Bomockl, kak Obl B OTpaskeHUe e€ HaTyphl, OBLIH SIPKO-PBI-
UMM, a JIULIO U PYKH OBUITH «IIOIEJIOBAHBI COIHIIEM» — IIEPO MOKPHI-
Tl BECHYIIKaMU. SIpKo-TonyObie I1a3a BCerja CMOTPEIHU C JTFOOOMBIT-
CTBOM M CBEpKaJH 030pHBIMH HMcKOopkaMu. CHekaHa ke Obuia My4u-
TEIbHO-CTECHUTEIPHOU JIEBOYKON C OETOCHEKHOM KOXKEH, YTO OBLIO
0TYACTH MPUYUHOM JIJIs1 €€ UMEHU, U TEMHO-TIETIETIbHBIMU BOJIOCAMH, C
30JIOTUCTHIMU TpsakaMu. E€ kapue ra3a Bcerga cMOTpenu cepbE3HO,
MOYTH HacTopokeHHO. Korna oHa pasroBapuBaina ¢ IpyruMH KUTeEIs-
MU JIEPEBHH, OHU YaCTO HaUWHAJIN HEPBHUYATH M0J] €€ BHUMATEIIbHBIM
B3mAIoM. Kazanoch, oHa cmoTpena npsaMo BriyOb aymu. OHa Oblia
HECKOJIbKO CTPAaHHOM JEBYIIKONH — FOBOPUIIU, YTO OHA HAY4YHJIACh IO-
BOPUTH OYEHD MO3/IHO, IEPBOE CIIOBO OHA CKa3aja, Korja e OblIo yke
TPH WM YeThIpe rozia oT poay. M naxe peGEHKOM oHa He ObLIAa 0CO-
OCHHO UTPUBOI — YACTO OHA MPOCTO CHUJENA U CMOTpeNia B TEMHBIE
YTJIbI KOMHATBI, ITyTasi CBOUX POJICTBEHHUKOB /10 cMepTH. MHOTIa oHa
Jaxke, Ka3ajJoch, K KOMY-TO oOparianack, 1 OT 3TOrO JIETCKOTO JieTe-



Ta y NPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX MMOAHUMAIKNCh BOJOCKHI Ha 3aTblike. E€ mama
u 6alymka gaxke oOpalainch K BeAyHbE, HAJIEACh YTO OHA CMOXKET
¥M TOMOYb, HO Ta JaKe HE MycTwia ux B oM. OHa BCTpeTUIa UX Ha
Mopore, ¢ KAMEHHBIM JIMIIOM BBICIIyIIaia MPOCKOY, a 3aTeM MOYEeMY-TO
MPEe3pPUTENHHO IUTIOHYJIA Ha 3eMIlto repen e€ 6a0koii, BrIpyranach u
BEpHYJIACh B JIOM, 3aXJIOITHYB 3a COOOH JBEPh M OCTaBUB 00EUX KEH-
LIIMH ONelmuBIIMMUA. B nepeBHe mepeménteiBaanuch, uto CHexaHa
pa3roBapHBaeT C yXaMH, YTO HAIOJIHSIIO B3POCIBIX YKAacoM, a JeTeil
BOCXHIIICHHEM.

Ho nHecmoTps Ha Bce pa3nuyusi, 5TU ABE JEBYIIKH ObLTH MOJApYyTa-
MU C PAHHEro JIETCTBA U MPAKTUYECKHU BCE Jealld BMECTE, IaKEe po-
JTUTENbCKUE TIOPYUYEHHs. YIIUTa BCeraa Oblia ABMXKYIIEH CUIION B UX
npuKIIoUeHus X, a CHexaHa Bcerna Iuia CJeoM, BCeraa Koneomsch,
HO JIBIDKHMMAs T€M ke JII0OOMBITCTBOM, 4TO U e€ moapyra. OgHako Ha
3TOT pa3 OHA CIUIIKOM Koyiebanach Jaxke Mo e€ MepKam.

— MHe KaxkeTcs 3TO He OU€Hb XOpolIas Ujies, — HAKOHEI] 3ar0OBOpH-
Jla OHa. YauTa yAUBIEHHO MOJAHsIIA Ha He€ B3I — CHe)XkaHa Havasa
CJIETKa 3aMKaThCs, YTO MPOUCXOAUIIO TOJIBKO TOTIA, KOrJa OHa OblLia
OYEeHb B3BOJIHOBaHA. — [ OBOPAT, YTO T€ AMb(bl MOTHOIN U3-32 TIpe/a-
TEJIbCTBA COIO3HUKOB-JIIOJECH, KOTOPhIE HE 3aKIVIM CUTHAJIbHBIE OTHU
HOYBIO U OHU HE CMOIJIM CHACTHUCH... [OBOPSAT Takke, YTO U3-3a 3TOrO
OHHM HE CMOIVIM YIOKOUTBHCS U TENEPb CKUTAKOTCS IO YUIENbIO, OXBa-
YEHHBIC KaXKIOM MECTH...

VYnura rpoMKo paccMmesiach.

— J1a TbI BepulIb BCEMY, UTO CIBILIUIIIB, a7 — BECEJIO CIPOCUIA OHA.
— A ThI 3Haelb, YTO ewE roBopsaT? UTo 3a nocienHue napy A€CATKOB
JIET HECKOJIbKO OaTpavyek TBOeH CeMbH Mpomnanu 0e3 BECTH...

— YTo ThI XOUEIb ITUM CKa3aTh? — pacTepsiHHO cripocuia CHexa-
Ha.

[lonpyra mpumiypuiach 1 Ha MTHOBEHHME €€ B3IVISJ CTal HEJNo-
OpbIM, HO B CIIEAYIOLIYIO CEKYHy OHA YABIOHYIaCh U OTBETUIA!

— JIume TO, YTO HENB3s BEPUTH BCEMY, UTO CIIBIIIUIIb... A KpoMe
TOTO, — OHAa XUTPO YIbIOHYNAchk, — Tebe mu OosIThCs Mapbl MPUBHUIC-
Hui? ThI ke ¢ HUMH Ha ThI!

CHexaHa HaxXMypHJIach — €l He HPaBWJIUCh PAa3rOBOPBI O TOM, YTO



OHa K00kl o0mmanack ¢ gyxamu. Ho Yiaura cmessach Tak UCKPEHHE,
YTO OHA HE MOIVIa Ha Heé J10JIr0 0OMXKaThCs.

— Bcé emé panHss BecHa, — cKaszajia OHa, He cCOOMpasiCh C1aBaThCs,
— 371ECH-TO MOXKET U TEILIO, HO BBILIE B ropax €€ JEKUT CHET...

— 3HauuT HaM Halo OyzIeT noreruiee oaeThes, — 6€33a00THO OTMax-
HyJ1ach YIIHTA.

— Ho rae ke Mbl OCTaHOBUMCS Ha HOYb? — BO3pa3Wila OAPYTa.

— Tam MoBCIOY OXOTHUYBU CTOPOXKH, S 3HAI0 OT Opara o He-
CKOJIbKUX W3 HUX, — YJIUTa IOCMOTpPEA Ha BCE €11 COMHEBAIOLIYIOCS
noApyry u ynelOHynack. — Hy XxBatut yxe Tak mnepexxuBarb! byner
Beceso — 5 obemtaro!

CHe)xaHa B3710XHYJa U IprOenia K NocaeHEMY apryMeHTYy.

— Mama 3amperuia MHE XOAUTh Tyna. Hu nmpu kakux oO6crosrensb-
cTBax!

Ha stot pa3 Ynuta cmesinace f1oibliie U oOuHee.

— Kaxk Oyaro 310 Hac korna-nubo ocTaHaBiMBajio! — BeCeIo OTBe-
TUIa oHa. — Korna poaurenn 4To-To 3anpemiaoT — 3TO TOIbKO CTaHO-
BUTCSI UHTEpECHEee!

— Her, — CHexaHa mokaudasa roJIoBOi. — ITo ObLIO MO-APYyroMy...
Ha stoT pa3 ona Obu1a cepbé3Ha...

— AX uymb! — pa3nocagoBaHHO BOCKJIMKHYJA YIINTA U TOIHSAIACH.
— 51 Bcé paBHO noiiny. Tak Tel co MHOU nmnu Her? Mnu mHe Mapbio
CHpOCHUTh? — ¢ JIETKOM HacMEIKON 100aBuiIa oHa, 3Has, uTo CHe)xaHa
€€ IpUPEBHYET.

K e€ ynuBnenuto aeByllIka He OTpearupoBajlia Ha HACMELIKY CTOJIb
pasapaxEeHHO, CKOJIb OHA 0JKMJaJIa, @ BMECTO 3TOTO €I11€ KaKOe-TO Bpe-
Ms pa3yMblBajla U, HAKOHELl, HEXOTS COIVIACHIIACh TIOMTH C HEH.

JIeByIIKY BBILUIM PAHHUM YTPOM CJIEAYIOLIETO JHs, KaK pa3 mocie
TOTO, KaK UX POJIUTENH OTOBUIM HAa TPATUIIMOHHBIN BeCEHHHUI 0azap
B ropojie. CobpaB ¢ cob60if HEMHOTO €/Ibl, OHU COOOIIUIN OalyIIKam,
YTO UAYT COOUpPATH TalaHTOIO — TOPHBIM LIBETOK, I[BETYILIUH TOJb-
KO paHHE! BECHOH, U3BECTHBIM CBOMMH JieueOHBIMU cBoiicTBamu. K
yAUBICHUIO YIuThl, 0abymika CHexaHbl emé pa3 HaIOMHMUIIA TOW HU
MpH Kakux 00CTOATENhCTBAX He MpUOMMKaThes K Jonmune Dnbduii-



ckux Cné3 — To camoe MecTo, Kyzia OHU coOpanuch. CHexaHa cierka
3apenach U MOCIyIIHO KUBHYJIA.

Onu 1uu Bech JieHb. CHavyasa ObUTO JOCTATOYHO TEIIO U COJTHEY-
HO: XOTb U ObLIa paHHss BECHA, B IOJIHMHE YK€ MPUINYHO MOTEILIENO.
OpnHako 4yeM BbIIIE OHU MOAHUMAIIKCH Ha OJM3JIeKallee IiaTo, TeM
XOJIOZIHEE U MpayHee CTaHOBHUJIOCH OKpYyxkeHue. Ilonauany 310 ux He
0COOEHHO OECHOKOMJIO — OHHU LIYTWJIM, PacCKa3blBAIU JIPYT APYTY
UCTOPUU U JlaXke coOpasid mapy rajaHToil, 4toObl ObLIO, YTO MOKa-
3aTh poauTensaM. Korna ke oHM HEHaI0JIr0 OCTaHOBUIIMCH YTOOBI Ie-
PEOXHYTh U MOECTh, UM YK€ OBbIJIO HECKOJIBKO TpeBOXKHO. CHekaHa
Ja’ke poOKO CIIPOCHIIa, HE MOBEPHYTH JIM UM Ha3a]l [OKa HE MO3JHO,
HO YnuTa oTMaxHysiach. YeM Jaibliie OHU 3aXOAMJIM, TEM HEYIOTHEe
yyBcTBOBaja cedss CHexxaHa. HeBosbHO OHA cTajna BCIIOMHHATH MOJ-
po6HocTH nerenas! o onune Dnbduiickux Cnés, 06 orpsaae bhos,
noruduemM B Hell. [IpaBaa 3HaIM OHM HE Tak y>K U MHOTO, 3a JABECTU
JIET MHOT0€ 3a0b1I0Ch.

KoponeBcTBO, B KOTOPOM OHH JKMJIH, KOIIA-TO OBUIO COIO3HUKOM
316 oB. OHAKO CO BpEMEHEM OHO PAaCcHalIoCh U3-32 KOH(IUKTOB 3Ha-
TH U B UX YaCTH K BJIACTU NMPUILEN MPAaBUTENb ¢ BECbMa OTIUYHBIMU
B3IVISIAMHU KaK Ha MpaBlieHHEe, TaK U HAa CTAPUHHBIX COIO3HUKOB. J1Jist
HEro peleHueM mnpoliieM cTajgo OOBHHEHHE COCelel BO BCEX BO3-
MOXHBIX Ipexax. Ha rpanumax noxxapom BCIBIXHYJIM KOHGIUKTHL. Ha
IPUTPAHUYHBIX TEPPUTOPUSX, TI€ Tb(bHI U JIIOANU BEKAMU >KUIH OOK
0 OOK, IO/ HaJyMaHHBIMU IPEAJIOraMH HAayaJIUCh YUCTKU He-JItofien
U UM COYYBCTBYIOIIMX. Hekoropsle 3emim ObUTM Ja)ke OTBOEBAHBI
y 21b(OB, JI€T ABECTH TOMY Ha3aJ UM MPULUIOCH YHTHU U3 3[EIIHUX
MecT. KoHeuHo iepeBeHCKue JEeBYIIKA HE 3HAJIU BCEX TOHKOCTEH KO-
POJIEBCKOM MOJUTUKU TeX BPEMEH, Aa U ABECTHU JIET CIYCTs 517 HaBe-
TOB cJienaj cBo€ ué€pHoe A€o — OOJBIIMHCTBO B OKPYre MCKpEHHE
CUUTAJIO 3Ib(POB APEBHUMHU BparaMu, OJHAKO CJIE/Ibl UX NMpeObIBaHUS
emé ocraBauCh. B mecHsX, B JereHgax, B MOPOCIIMX MXOM ajiTa-
psix 6orune JlyHbl, HHOTTIA BCTpeyaBIIuXcs B jiecax. Kpome Toro B Te
BpPEMEHA JIIOIM OKPECTHBIX CET COUYBCTBOBAIM 3JIb(paM U CTapajIuch
[IOMOTraTh UM, HECMOTPS Ha yKa3bl HOBOTO KOPOJIs, OTTYJA M IOLLIA
JIeTeH/1a 0 MocjaeTHeM OTpsiie Hb(OB, IPUKPBIBABIIEM OTX0]] OSKEH-



LIEB U CBOMX OCHOBHBIX cHil. CO BpEMEHEM 3TOT CKa3 ObLI 3amperiéH
U 1oy3a0bIT, U nmotoM CHeXaHa MOYeMy-TO HHM pa3y HE ClIblllana
ero y ce0s 0Ma, TOJIBKO KOIZla OHA ObUIAa B TOCTAX y YJMTHI MM Y
JApYrUX JEBYLICK, KOTZa OHU 3a MPAJECHUEM WIH APYTUM PYyKOACIUEM
CJIyIIanu pacckasbl 6alymiek. OHa 3aOMHUIIA TOJIBKO TO, YTO UX KTO-
TO Mpelan U OHU ObLIM OKPYXKEHbI B YILENbE, HBIHE HOCSIIEM HUMS
Jonunel Dnpduiickux Cné3. OTpsn Obu1 6€3:Kan0CcTHO MepeduT mnpe-
BOCXOSIIMMH CUJIaMH IIPOTHUBHMKA. [0 jereHne ux mpenBoguTeNb
norud ¢ NpOKJIATEEM Ha yCTax, MPOKJIMHAs TeX, KTO €ro mpesal, u ¢
TEX MOP MCTUTEJIbHBIE Ay 3Mb(QUACKUX BOMHOB OOUTAIM B JIOJIHHE.
Co 3510BeIUM BBIPAKEHUEM JIMIA paccKa3bIBaIOIINE JIETeH Iy 0a0y1i-
KU OOBIYHO J00aBJIsUIM, YTO MpeaaTesb ObUT U3 OJJHOM U3 JIEPEBEHD B
OKpyTe, MOXET JIa)Ke U3 UX COOCTBEHHOM, M UTO KOrJa-HUOYyAb BO3-
Me3/IM€ HACTUTHET €ro NOoTOMKOB. CHe)kaHa MOEXWIaCh U ONNISHYJIACh
BOKpYI, HO IIOTOM CHOBAa 3aayMajach. BO3MOXHO OHa HE CIIMILKOM
XOPOLLO 3alIOMHUJIA JETaI JETeH b, IOTOMY 4TO €€ BCerjaa cMyla-
JI0 OJTHO HecooTBeTcTBUE. Eciu 31b(bl ObUIM IPEBHUMHU BparamMu, TO
[IoYeMy MM Momoraiu Jiroau? 1 noueMy 3aMaHuBaHUE UX B JIOBYILIKY
CUMTAJIOCH IpeaarenbcTBoM? 3ateM e€ panTasus 0ObIYHO Opaja Bepx
U 10l MOHOTOHHOE OyOHEHHe CTapyX OHa MpejacTaBisia cebe mone
OpaHM, OTYASIHHO CPaKaIOLIMXCs Mb(OB, 3JIMTOE KPOBBIO JIUIIO MX
MIPEABOAUTENS, CIIEKIIMECS BOJIOCHI, IIPOH3UTEIBHBIE INIa3a, TOHKUE
ryObl, mendymue npokistue... CHexaHa B3APOTHYJIa M UCITyTaHHO
ONIsAIe1aCh, PE3KO BO3BPAILAsACh K PEaIbHOCTH — HUKOI/IA €1lE e€ rpé-
3bl HE Ka3aJIMCh TAKMMHU KUBBIMH.

U 3auem oHa cornacuiach NoiTH ¢ Ynutoii? U nouemy y He€ 66110
IIPeIYyBCTBHE, YTO YTO-TO AOJKHO Npou3ontu? Xotsa Yiura HaBep-
HO cKa3aja Obl, yTo y Heé€ Bcerja Takoe npeauyBcTBue. OHa mojaHsia
B3IV, — IOCTEIIEHHO TEMHEIIO, 4 HACKOJIBKO OHA MOIUIa BUJETh, HUKA-
KHUX OXOTHUYBUX XMD)KUH BOIM3M HE Obl10. OnHaKo YiuTa npoaoska-
J1a yIpsAMO UATH BIEPEN.

— Tak 4TO ¢ OXOTHHYBUMHM XIKMHaAMH? — Hayasia Obu1o CHexaHa.

— MBI ckopo puAEM, — pa3apakEHHO OTBETUIIA YIIUTA.

bb110 5IcHO, YTO OHA U caMa B 3TOM COBCEM He yBepeHa. CHe)xaHa
IIPUMOJIKJIA HA KAaKOE-TO BPEMsl, OJHAKO CTAaHOBWJIOCH BCE TEMHEE U



CTpalllHee, MOCIBIIIAINCH OTACTbHbIC 3aBBIBAHUS BOJIKOB — 3TO OBLIO
COBCEM HE TO MECTO, T/IC CJICA0BaNO OBl OCTAHABIMBATLCS HA HOUb.

— YnuTa, — CHOBa Havyasia OHa, — a Thl YBEPEHa, 4TO 37e€Ch BOOOIIE
€CTb OXOTHHYbHU XIKHHBI?

JleBy1ika pa3o3iauiachk.

— Ha! 4 yBepena! Ilocnymaii, — yepecuyp pa3apaxx€HHO MPOAOII-
KWJIa OHa, — s TYyT camMa HUKOT/Aa He OblUIa, s 3HAI0 MPO HUX TOJIHKO
M0 OMHMCAHMIO Opara... HO OJJHA U3 HUX JOJKHA OBITH IJE-TO 3/1€Ch...
— OHa OmIAJIeNach, HO ObUIO YX€ CIUIIKOM TEeMHO, YTOOBI 4TO-THOO
pas3mIsAaeTh.

— MoxkeT ObITh MBI 320IyAUITUCH, — TUXO TTpodopmoTana CHexaHa
U MOEXKUIIACh, KOTJIa OUEPEIHON BOJYUM BOW MMPOH3WII TUILHHY.

OHa HEepBHO OIMISIHYJIach — KOIZIa OHA coIVlacuiach MOWTH cCroja,
OHa oracanack, 4TO MPOU30UAET YTO-TO CTPALIHOE, HO OHA HUKAK HE
OXU/Iana, 4To 3aMEP3HET J0 CMEpPTH WU OyAeT ChelleHa BOJKAMHU.
Omna B310XHYJa U MOCJEN0BAaa 32 YIUTOW — COOCTBEHHO OOMbIIe it
HUYEro HE OCTABAJIOCH JIeTIaTh, TOBOPAYMBATh OOPATHO YXKE HE UMENIO
CMEICITIA.

Onu UM emié He MEHbIIE Yaca, ObLIO yKe a0COMOTHO TEMHO, TI0-
LWEN CHET W MOIHSJICA CUJIBHBIA BETEp, JIEASHBIE NOPBIBBI KOTOPOTO
BpeMsl OT BPEMEHHU KUJalIM IMPUTOPIIHU CHera B juuo. Kpome Toro
OBLIIO SICHO, YTO PaHbIlIe WU [T03KE BOJKU HAMAIYT HA UX ciel. Bapyr
Vnura yauBIEHHO BCKPUKHYJIAa U PE3KO OCTaHOBWJIACH, CHEXaHa OT
HEOXXUJAHHOCTH YyTh HE HAJETENa Ha HEE.

— CMOTpHU, BOH TaM! — KpUKHYJIa OAPYTA, YKa3bIBasi Ha IPKO OCBE-
IIEHHOE OKOIIIKO, CBETAIIEECS B TEMHOTE.

— CrpanHno, — npotsinyia CHexxaHa, — sl He TIOMHIO, YTOOBI ceiiuac
B ropax ObUTH KaKHE-TO OXOTHUYBH OTPSIJIBI.

— Her, Hetry, — mokauana rojoBoid YiauTa u 3aaymanach. — 3/1€Ch
BOJIM3H KOT/Ia-TO ObLiIa TaBEPHA, TOT/IA, IPEXkKAE YeM... — OHA HE JIOTO-
BOpUIIA, HO OBLIIO SICHO, YTO OHA UMEET BBUY THOEIb AMb(PHUICKOTO OT-
psna. — Jlns myTHHUKOB, MepeceKaronmx ropusiii xpebder. [IpaBaa ona
naBHO 3a0poieHa... KTo 661 MOT mogymarh, 4T0 OHA Ha CaMOM JIEJiE. .
— nmpobopMoTalia OHa, pe3KO IpepBaiach, OMISHYBIIMCH HA TOAPYTY,
HEMHOTO [OPa3MBbICIIWIIA U PELIUTEIBHO HAIPABUIIACh K CBETALLEMYCSI



nsATHY. — aéM, HaBepHO Kakue-TO MyTHUKH HALUTA TaM IPUCTaHHULIE,
BPsI/1 I OHU OyIyT BO3paXkaTb, €CIIM MbI IIPUCOEAUHUMCS.

ITocne cexyHaHoro 3amernarenscTBa CHekaHa MoOcieqoBaja 3a
Heil. XOTh OHA M He pazfelsia ONTHUMU3Ma HOAPYTH, ajJbTepHATHBA
MIO0Ka YTO OblJIa HAMHOT'O XY’Ke.

I'me-to mocne emgé nomydaca, korga CHexaHa y)ke Hadaja 4yB-
CTBOBATh T'OJIO/IHBIC IJ1a3a XUIIHUKOB Yy ce0sl Ha CIIMHE, OHU HAKOHELl
JOCTUIIIM UCTOYHHKA CBETA. DTO IEHCTBUTENIBHO OblIa cTapas TaBep-
Ha, KOTOpas Obljja B HEOXKHJIAHHO XOPOILIEM COCTOSIHUH, JJIS SKOOBI
JABHO 3a0pOLIEHHOTO 3JaHNs. BHYTpH SIBHO KTO-TO OBLJI, CIBIIIATINCH
YbHU-TO rojoca. [IeByIIKy NOAOIIIN K ABEPH U MOCTYYald, PasroBop
IpepBaJICsi, OTHAKO HUKTO HE OTKpbIBaJ, OyaTo Obl oOuTarenu Obuin
CJIMIIKOM IOPAXKEHBI T€M, YTO KTO-TO MOT OBITh CHAPYXH, IOCPEIU
HOYHM, BBICOKO B ropax. YiIuTa MocTyyajla HorpoMue, a Korja BHOBb
HUKTO HE OTKpbUI, MOTAHYNa Ha cebs aBepb. Mx obnano TEmibiM
BO3/1yXOM M MOCIBIIIANIOCH YIOTHOE IMOTPECKUBAHKUE JAPOB B KAMHHE.
KomHara, B KOTOpYI0 OHU 3allliIy, IBHO ObljIa HE IPOCTO BPEMEHHBIM
npucTaHuieM Ha Houb. Korma-to 310 ObuTa HeOousbLIas Tpares3Hasd,
BMeIlaromias He OoblIe AH0KUHBI oceTuTeneil. O6e aeByky ObUIH
HACTOJIBKO M3YMJIEHBI, YTO HE Cpa3y YBUIEIU MOJIOXKABYIO JKCHIIH-
HY JIET COpOKa, CTOSALIYIO y CTOJIA, U MY>KUHMHY, CUASIIETO B Kpecie y
OrHs. X035€Ba CMOTPEJIN Ha FOCTEH ¢ HE MEHBILIUM U3YMJICHHEM.

— Kro... Kak BbI crofa 3a0panuch? — HaKOHEI] ITpepBajia THILIUHY
KEHIIMHA.

— IIpoctute Hac 3a BrOop>KeHUE, — YJIHMTa BIPYT pacTepsiia BCIO
CBOIO CMeJIOCTh. — M 3a TO, 4TO MBI Bac HaBepHO Hamyranu. Ho mbl
OTHPAaBUIMCh COOMPATh LIBETKU TaJIAHTOU U, MOXOXeE, MOTEPSUINCh...
MOXHO MBI OCTaHOBUMCSI y Bac Ha HOUb? Sl oberato, 4To MBI...

JKenmuna nepesena B3mIsA ¢ YauTsl Ha CHeXaHy U BAPYT B3pOT-
HyIna, e€ I1a3a pacuIMpUINCh OT yKaca.

— HET! Bam Henb3s ocTaBaTthbesi! — IpoKpuyaia OHa ¢ TAKUM OT-
YastHUEM, YTO 00€ JIeBYILIKH CJIerKa OTLIATHYJINCh, YJIUTA JAaXKe MOIs-
THJIACh.

— Ho mbI He MoxeM ocTaTbest cHapyku! — BApyT 3aropopuia CHe-
’KaHa, HEOXKUIaHHO Jaxe A ce0st. — TaM )KyTKuil MOpo3, 1a ¥ BOJIKU



y’Ke UIYT [0 Hallemy ciexy. Mbl moruOHeM, eciii Bbl He ITyCTHTE Hac
Ha HOWIET... IOKAIyHCTa. ..

Bbl He noHMMaeTe, — Ka3aJI0Ch KEHILMHA BOT-BOT 3aIlIa4eT U I10-
4eMy-TO MOCTOSIHHO Opocaja B3IVIs/Abl Ha OOJIbIIME pE3HbIE Yachl C
MasiTHUKOM. — ECIIi BBI OCTaHeTech 37IeCh Ha HOYb... BbI MOruoHeTe!

OO0e neByIIKM 3aCTBUIM Ha MECTe, HEIOyMEHHO CMOTpPSI Ha JKEH-
IIMHY — 4TO K€ MOIVIO OBITh Xy’K€, YeM CMEPTb OT XO0JI0Jja WU B 3y-
6ax 6ectuil. Heckoabko MIHOBEHHI IPOCTO CMOTPEIIN Ha JKEHILUHY B
pPacTepsiHHOCTH, Ha 3Hasl, 4TO NPEANIPUHSATS.

— Ilyctb ocTaroTes, — IyXuM roJIocoM BAPYT CKa3all My)KUUHa, —
TEIeph y’Ke BCE PaBHO...

JKenmrna nocMoTperna Ha HEro, 3aTeM Opocuia emé ouH B3I
Ha 4achl U HAKOHELl KMUBHYJIA.

— Hy xopo1o, — cMUpUBIINCH CKa3alla OHa, — sl BaC MpeLylpeau-
na...

Ona ycanuna o06eux JAeBYIIEK 3a CTOJ ¥ IPUTOTOBUIIA JIUIsl HUX €1y
n yaii. Kazanoce, 4To 1ociie HEMOHATHOIO BCIUIECKA OTYAsHUA U Ty-
MaHHOTI'0 MPeIyNpeKICHHs, OHA TOYTH YCIIOKOMIACh. XOTS 3TO OBLIO
CTpaHHOE, >XYTKOBaTOE€ CIIOKOICTBHE, CIIOKOMCTBHE OOpEUEHHBIX.
JXeniuHa paccrpocuia uX 0 TOM OTKyZla OHM IPULIUIN U YTO JEJIaan
TaK JaJIeKo B ropax. JleBylIKy MOBTOPWIIN BCE Ty K€ UCTOPUIO, HE CTO-
BapUBasICh PEILUB, YTO JIyYIlle HE PACCKA3bIBATh 00 UCTUHHBIX IPUYH-
Hax MX noxoga. MyxuuHa BCE TakKe CHAET B Kpecie, MpauHO Kyps
CBOIO TPYOKY M XMYpPO MPHUCIYUIMBAsACh. TOJIBKO pa3 OH OOMeHsuICA
MIOHMMAIOIIMM B3IJIIIOM C JKEHOM, KOIJa JIEBYIIKM YIOMSHYJIM Ha-
3BaHME CBOEH NepeBHMU. JKeHIHa, Ka3aJl0Ch, IOTEIIENa K JEBOYKaM,
ocobeHHo noueMy-To Kk CHexaHe. B Kakoii-To MOMEHT OHa JaKe HeX-
HO Iomiaguia e€ 1o pyKe — JEBYLIKa B y’Kace OTILATHYJIACh, YBUIEB
HEOKUAAHHO CTApUECKYIO PYKY, U1l CTOJIb MOJIOJKABOM JKEHILMHBI, U
Ta MOCHEIIHO OTAEPHYIIA PYKY, CIIPATAB €€ 00paTHO MO Iab.

— A nouemy, — pobko Hauana CHe)xaHa, YyBCTBYS ce0sl HEJIOBKO 3a
BCIIBIIIKY Y>Kaca U JKejas IpepBaTh TSHKEIYH0 TULIMHY, TOBUCIIYIO B
KOMHare, — [I0YeMy BbI CKa3aJM, YTO Mbl IOTUOHEM, €CIIU OCTaHEMCS
Ha HouJer?

JKenmunHa nozxHsAna Ha AEBYIIEK B3I U 3aCOMHEBAJIACh, HO 3a-
TeM co0pajach C JyXOM M XoTeja ObUIO HayaTh CBOM pacckas, Kak



BIPYT 3aMepiia B ykace, Korja Hadaiu OUTh yackl. OHA e/1Ba CIBIIIHO
B3JI0OXHYJa C 00JerYeHreM, YBH/IEB, YTO BCETO JIHIIb OAMHHAIIATD Ya-
coB. U Bc€ ke Bce 4eTBepO MOI4a CMOTPENH Ha TO, KaK 4achl OTCUH-
THIBAIOT OJMHHAIATH yAapoB. [locne Toro kak OT3BydYan MOCIeTHUI
yaap, OHH elI¢ Kakoe-To BpeMsl MOITYalId, 3aTeM >KEHIIIMHA TOAHSIIACK,
MpUHECHa ené 4a U pa3iiuia ero Mo yamkam, 0e3yCHelHo MbiTa-
SICh YCTIOKOUTh IPOXKAIUE PYKH, U, HAKOHEIl, 3aT0OBOpHUIIA, C TPYIAOM
B3sB cebs B pyku. OHa Hauasa u3zajeKa, ¢ y)Ke U3BECTHOU AeBYIIIKaM
UCTOPUH O TMOCJeIHEM 3Ib(GUNHCKOM OTpsiie, KOTOPBIA Momajn B JIO-
BYIIIKY B yIIIEIbE U3-3a IPEIaTeIbCTBA JIOEH U OTYAsTHHO Cpa)alics B
nocieaHei 6e3HaaéKHOM OUTBE, 00 MX XpabpoM MpeABOAUTENE, KOTO-
PBIii TIO JIETEH 1€ B OAMHOYKY Cpakajcs HECKOJIBKO 4acOB, MMOCTE TOTO,
KaK MMOCJIeIHNE U3 €r0 TOBAPHUIIEH Malu U KOTOPBIHA MPOKJIISIT T€X, YTO
ero npeaanu. J{eBylky yIuBIEHHO NEPeryITHYINCh: OHA pAacCKa3bIBa-
Ja IPEBHIOK JIETEH]Iy TaK, KaK OyATO 3TO BCE MPOU3OILIO HEIABHO,
OTHCHIBas BCE B MENBYAMIIINX MTOAPOOHOCTSIX.

— Kornma-to 3Ta TaBepHa Oblia MONTHA KU3HU, — B3MJIS KEHIUHBI
3aTyMaHWJICs, KOTJa OHAa MOTPYy3Wjiach B BOCIOMHHAHUSA. — OXOTHHU-
K U MYTEIIeCTBEHHUKH, KOTOPbIE MEepPEeCceKalu 3TOT TOPHbBIN Xpeber,
OCTaHABIMBAJIKCH 3/1eCh. DNb(am 37eCh TOKe ObUIH PaJibl, TOTIA, KOT-
na monu Be€ emé OblT UX COI03HUKaMU. Toraa OHM OpraHU30BBIBATIN
oOMeH ToBapaMH 4epe3 XO35MHa TaBePHBI.

CHexaHe MOKa3alloCh, YTO Ha CJIOBE «XO3SIMHY» KECHIIUHA 3aIHYy-
nack. JKeHIIMHa omsTh 3aCOMHEBANIaCh U OMATh Opocuia B3I Ha
MY’Ka, KOTOPBIH BCE Tak K€ CMOJUI TPYOKOM, YyCTaBUBIINCH B ITyCTOTY.

— OH e J0oJDKeH ObLT 3a)Ke4b CUTHAIIbHBIE OTHU, YTOOBI 0003Ha-
YUTh Ab(}aM MyTh U3 YIIENbs, YTOObI OHU MOIJIM YWUTH, MPEKIE YEM
WX OKPY>KHUT BOMCKO HOBOTO KOPOJISL. — KEHIIIMHA TOBOPHUIIA MEIJICHHO,
C IONTHMHM Tay3aMu, Kak Oynro eil ObUIo TshKeno, O0JIe3HEHHO mepe-
CKa3bIBaTh 3Ty HCTOpHUI0. — OHAKO HE3aJ0Jr0 JI0 3TOTO JTHS B TaBep-
Hy NPUOBUIA TOCIAHHUKY HOBOTO KOPOJISl, OHU KaK-TO pa3y3Halu, 4TO
a1b(OB B ATOM MECTHOCTH BcE emlé moaaepkuBarot... OHU mooodera-
U OOraTcTBa €CIU XO3SIMH TaBepHBI mpeaact 3Mb(hoB... U cnenanu
BeChMa SICHBIM TO, YTO 32 OTKa3 OH OyJeT Haka3aH... — JKEHIINHA CY-
JIOPOXKHO B3/I0OXHYJA U €€ 1a3a YBIaXKHUIUCH, — XO3HUH U €r0 CEeMbs



PELIMIN... CTIaCTH ce0sl ¥ B3SUIM JAEHBI'M KOpOJs... UTo ke Kacaercs
31b(OB... TOBOPST, OHU CPAXKAINCH KaK UEPTH, UX MPEICMEPTHBIE KPH-
KU OBLIM CIIBILIHBI JaJIeKO B ropax... cama MpHUpoAa 3aMepiia, Koraa
najn nocienHuil u3 Hux. VX mpeaBonuTens ¢ MOCIEAHUM JIbIXaHUEM
IIPOKJISAT T€X, KTO ero npenai... C tex nop yiuenbe HasbiBaercs Jlo-
auHol Onbduiickux Cnés, TaM 0 cUX MOp OOUTAIOT MCTUTENbHBIE
JyUIy maBux... OXOTHUKU U TOPTOBIbI O0JIbIIE HE CMEIOT IPOXOUTh
4yepe3 HEro... 1a U JOPOru Yepe3 MepeBal CTalu ONACHBIMH, HEKOTO-
pble TOBOPST U3-3a JyXOB, IPyr'Me€ — HU3-3a BOJIKOB, YTO HEBEPOSITHO
Pa3sMHOXXWINCH TOce OOMHH, OTHEBIIUCH HA TPyIaxX... DTy TaBepHY
HUKTO HE MOCEILIAN yKeE... JOJIr0€ BPEMS — OHA CHOBA CJIETKA 3aIHYy-
Jach MPH MOCIEIHUX CIOBAX, — JIIOIU W30eraoT MyTelIeCTBOBATh MO
9TUM JIOPOTaM.

JKenmuna 3amonyasna, Bce CUIEIN MOTYa, KaXKABIN JyMasi 0 CBOEM
B IIOJIHOW THIIMHE, PEPHIBAEMON JIMIIb TUKAaHHEM YacOB, KOTOPOE,
Ka3aJIoCh, CTaHOBWIIOCH BCE rpomue. Hakonen CHexxaHa npepBasia 3Ty
CTAaHOBUBIIIYIOCS] HEBBIHOCUMON THILHUHY.

— Ho Beap BCE 3TO MPOU30ILIO YK€ JIET JBECTU TOMY Hazal, — OHa
MOpa3MbICIIMJIA U TOCMOTPEIIa Ha J)KEHIIUHY, — @ BBI-TO 3[1€Ch PUYEM
U IIOYEMY 3TO BIPYT OIIACHO 3/1€Ch HaxXonUThesA? Pa3Be Bl HE KUBETE
3[€Ch YK€ JI0JIr0€ Bpems?

JKenmuHa u My»4uHa BHOBb OOMEHSUTUCH B3IVISIAaMH, MY>KYMHA
MpPa4HO YCMEXHYJICA U cobupaiicsi ObUIO YTO-TO CKa3arh, KaK BAPYT
CHOBA 3a0miIn yachl. X035€Ba TaBEPHbI CMEPTEIILHO MOOIEIHENN U B
y’Kace CMOTpEJId Ha TO, KaKk 00e CTPEJIKH YacoB 3acCThUIM Ha Ludpe
JIBEHA/II1aTh, Ka3aJ10Ch, OHU Ja)Ke Clierka BBIIPSIMUWINCH. boil yacoB
BAPYT CTajJ HEBEPOSTHO I'POMOK, TaK, YTO 3aHBUIM ylId. BHe3amHo
CHexaHa IOYyBCTBOBajla JyHOBEHHUE JIEASIHOIO BETpa, U KOrJa OHA
o0epHynack, YT00bl TOCMOTPETh, TO YAUBIEHHO BCKpHKHYyNa. OnHa
U3 CTEH MPOCTO HAMpPOCTO McCue3fia, ObLIO BUAHO KAaK BETEP KPYKHI
CHE)KHbIE XJIOMbs. Heckolbko MIHOBEHMH CITyCTs BAAIU MOSBUIICS
OTpsIJl TOJNYIPO3PAaUHBIX, TYCKIIO cBeTamxcs ¢uryp. Han TaBepHoit
MOBHCJIA KYTKasl TUILMHA, Yachl, Ka3aJl0Ch, OCTAHOBWIINCH, IJIaMsl 3a-
CTBUIO, HE CIIBILIHO OBLIO JaXke 3aBbIBaHU BeTpa. [Ipu3padnblii oTpsin
NpUOTU3UIICS K TaBepHE — 3TO ObLIN ATb(bI, TyYHUKHA U MEUEHOCLIBI B



MIOJTHOM OOMYHIUPOBAHUH, CEPbE3HbIE U MpauHble. VX mpeaBoauTenb
00B&n B3MIAIOM KOoMHary, 1 CHekaHa CKOpee MOYyBCTBOBaja, 4eM
yBUJENa, KaK OH YCMEXHYJICS.

— 51 BKy y Bac Ha 3TOT pa3 I'OCTH. — 3ByK €I0 I'0JIOCA 3XOM OT/a-
BaJICid B KOMHATe, pa3/laBasiCh Ka3ajJoCh CO BCEX CTOPOH U Mpolupas
JKUBBIX 10 KocTel. — Kak Heyna4qHo... U1l HUX.

Xo3s1€Ba BCE TAK)KE CUJIEIU HE LICIOXHYBIINUCH, YCTABUBILIUCH HA
IpU3paKa, He B CUJIaX 4TO-TH00 CKa3aTh, XKEHIIMHA BIIETIUIACH B CBOIO
11aJTb, @ pPyKa MY>K4YHHBI C TPYOKOH y>KacHO Apoxara.

— Tak 3HauuT BBI BCE €I1I€ HE TOTOBBI OTIIPABUTHCS B YUCTUIIUILE?
— NPOJOJDKUII IIpu3pak. — HakoHell 3amiaTuTe 3a CBOM IIperpeieHus?
OnsTh NPUHOCUTE APYTHX B JKEPTBY? — OH JKECTOM yKa3asl Ha 000MX
neBymiek. — TsaHere 3a co0oii B an?

CHexaHa cMOTpeJla Ha HEro BO BCE INa3a, €M 4yquIoCch, 4YTO UHO-
I7la OHa BUJAUT €ro Hactosyto ¢popmy. Kazanock, OH MOCTOSIHHO Me-
HsT GOPMBI — C TOM, KaK OH JIOJDKHO OBITh BBIIVISZICN MPH KU3HH, HA
HBIHEIIHIOW, pu3padHyto. OHa rnoxosoesna eme 6omnbie — 3To ObLI0
Mo u3 e€ rpés, To caMoe, 4To OHa MpeICTaBIIsAIa cede MO/ paccKa3bl
CTapyx, TO caMO€, 4TO OHA TaK sIBHO yBUJEJa Ha ITOAXOAE K TABEPHE.
BnesanHo ona 3arosopuia.

— Ilonoxute! Ioxanyiicra! — oduepeaHON MOPBIB JIEASHOTO BETPa
IIPOLLIET 10 KOMHATE, KOIJla IIPU3PAaYHbIil OTPsJ IIOBEPHYJICS K HEH C
TEM, YTO MOXXHO ObLIO Obl Ha3BaTh YIUBJIEHUEM. — S| He 3HaI0, YTO 32
OTHOLIEHUSA Yy BaC C 3TUMH JIFOABMHU, HO s 3HAIO, YTO BAC MPELAIU XO-
351€Ba OTOM TaBEPHBI ABECTHU JIET TOMY Ha3al... — OHA MOEKUIIACH IO
MEPTBBIM B3IVISIOM IIPU3PAKa, — HABEPHO 3TH JIFOAU UX IIOTOMKH, — €1
[I0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO €T0 B3IVIAJ CTajl HACMEIIUBBIM, — HO OHU U3MEHHU-
JIUCh, OHHU HE XOTEJIM IIPUHOCUTH HAC B JKEPTBY... OHU IBITAJIUCH HAC
NpeaynpeauTh, HE JaTh HaM OCTAaThCs... HO albTepHATUBOM Obl1a Obl
CMEPTH OT BOJIKOB UJIH XOJIOJA... HO OHH...

— Onu neiTanuch Te0s npenynpeauts? Kak MHTEpecHO. — Ipu3pax
BHOBb IEPEKJIIOUMIICSA HA XO035€B. — JTO AEUCTBUTEIBHO HOBO. UTO
3TO — HCcKpa nopsaouHocTu? Ho BUIMIIG M OHU HE cKazaiu Tebe,
KTO OHHU. — OH IMOBepHYyJcs obparHo Kk CHexaHe, U €€ aylla CHOBa
3aJleficHeNa 10 €r0 XOJIOAHBIM B3IIsiioM. — OHU HE NMOTOMKH... OH,



— OH YyKa3aJl Ha MY»4YHHY, — TOT CAaMbIi XO351H... TO IIPOKJIATHE, YTO 5
IIPOTOBOPUJI, YMHpasi, OJIEHCTBOBANIO HA HUX, CENaN0 UX OeccmepT-
HBIMM JI0 TOTO JIHS... — OH BAPYT IPEpBaJCs, B3IISAHYB Ha >KCHUIUHY,
HauaBIIYIO BCXJIMUIMBIBaTh. — [TocTOM-Ka, — OH 3aaymaiics, BHUMATEIb-
HO miaas Ha CHexaHy. — S 3Haro k1o Thl... Thl U3 X pona...

— Yr0? — oTIIaTHYJIACH AeBYIIKa, — Her!

— Ma... Onu npenymnpexaanu teds... He xorenu, yToObl ThI oCcTa-
J1aCh... — MPOTSAHYN OH, U3y4Yas €€ NPOH3UTENbHBIM B3DIsLioM. — Ho
noyemy ke Tbl ocTtasiack? OOBIYHO OHHU yOeranau, Mmociie TOro, Kak
MIPUBOAMIIN OYEPEAHYIO KEPTBY... — OH MEJILKOM INISIHYJI Ha YIIUTY, KO-
TOpasi cujena OlLENeHeBIIas, eaABa Jbla oT yxaca. — Ho 1e0s s He
NOYyBCTBOBaJ... M1 He 3Hato TeOs... He xjan Teds... Ta, npyras, emeé
MOJIOJA....

— JKeprBa? [Ipyras? — pactepssHHO BockiukHyna CHexaHa, — Tel
o uém? Sl naxe He 3Hana 00 3TOI TaBepHE 10 CErOMHSAIIHEro aHs... U
9TO OHA MEHS MPUBEJA CIO/IA, a HE 5 €€... — OHA I0Ka3aJla Ha YIIUTY, Ha
MIHOBEHHE €€ BO3MYILEHUE NPUTYIINIIO €€ CTPax Mepes IPU3PAKOM, U
nob6asuina. — Heyxenu Tbl Jymaelis, s Obl TpHUBeJa Croa KOro-Huoyab,
ecnu Obl 3Hana 00 3ToM...?

Bripaxkenue nuna sibha HeylT0BUMO U3MEHHIIOCh.

— Jlpyrue U3 TBOEro poja NPUBOIWIM... — OTBETUJI OH C JIETKOU
HACMEIIKOH B T0JIOCE, €I1I€ pa3 CKOJIb3HYJ B3MIAOM 110 YJIUTE U BHOBb
nepexmounica Ha CHexany, — Ho s BUKy, 4TO Thl TOBOPUILIb IIPABLY...
— NpOTAHYJN OH. — Ha Tebe HeT msTHa npeAaTeNbCTBa... OHO Ha Hell...

ITpuspak nmpumypuics Ha HCIyraHHYHO JeBylIKy. Kasanoce, oH
npeObIBajl B HEJJOYMEHHH, SIBHO IPOU3O0IIIIO YTO-TO, YETO OH HE OXKH-
nan. Ho 3atem Bipyr ero OpoBHU B3J€TENN BBEpX, KOT/Ia €My BAPYT B
TOJIOBY ITpHILIIA HOBAsl MBICIIb.

— A BeJlb M IIpaBJa... — C U3yMJICHHEM cKa3all oH. — Jla... — nobGaBui
oH, Oy/To paccykaasi caM ¢ co0oii, — IMeHHO Tak. Tenepsb Bcé oOpeTa-
eT cMbICIL. Temneps st 3Har0, KTO Thl — ThI Ta, YTO ObLIa 0Oelana Mue 60-
’KECTBOM OTMILIEHUs, oOelaHHas MHe HeBecTa: «Ta, uTo He ucmyraeT-
cst Te0s1. Ta, uto BUIUT HeBUAUMOE. [leyasbHbIN 11071 OTPABIEHHOTO
npeBay. Teneps s MOHUMAIO, YTO ATO 3HAUUT. — OH BHOBb IIOBEPHYJICS
K BCXJIMITBIBAIOLIEH skeHInHe. — KTo 5k 3Hau, 4To 3TO OyAeT onHa u3
BalIero poga? — OH 3J10paJHO YCMEXHYJICH.



— Her, noxanyiicra... He Tporaii e€... — »xeHIIMHa BAPYT ylaja Ha
KOJIEHU IIEpe]] IPU3PAKOM, U TOT C OTBPALLEHUEM CJIETKA OTOABUHYII-
csi. — MBI B TBOMX pyKax, AeJlaii C HAMU 4TO XO4Y€lllb, HO IIOXKAJIyICTa,
OCTaBb €€... OHA TaK I0Ha, OHA HU B 4éM He BuHOBara!... Bo3zpmu nyu-
nie eé!! — oHa BAPYT APOCTHO TKHYJA B CTOPOHY YJIUTBHI, U JEBYLIKa
B3BU3THYJA OT ykaca. — BoT oHa-To He HEBUHHA!!

— OHa MHe He HyXHa, — IPU3paK 6e3pazIMyHO MOoXKaJl IUIeYaMu. —
MHe HyXHa Ta, 4To ObljIa MHE OOellaHa, a 3TO Balll MOTOMOK... Cama
OHA MOYKET HUYETO U HE cJielaja, HO IPeXy €€ IPEIKOB TSKEIIbl, — Ha-
CMEIIUIMBO CKa3all MpU3pavHblil a1b¢, — Bel Hac npenany...

— Hac 651 youiu, eciu Obl MBI HE TIOBUHOBAJIUCH, — TIIYXO 3ar0OBO-
PHII MY’>K4MHA, — ThI 3TO 3HaelIb, YEPTOB b, HA/l HALIEH 10YEPbIO
ObI HaJJPyTaINUCh, HE MOT XK€ ...

— Uro He nomemano Tede B3sTh UX JEHbIH, — IPEPBAJI €r0 TUPATLY
IIpU3paK. — KPOME TOT'O Thl IPEKPACHO 3HAECIIb, YTO BbI MOIJIU ObI yUTH
C HaMM, MbI OBl BaC 3alIUTUIIN — HU OJIMH YEJIOBEK HE 3HAJ ATO YIIENIbe
TaK Kak Tbl, HO Thl U30paj Apyroi myTh... 11 4To HacU€T TexX AeByIIEK,
YTO BbI 3aMaHuBajM ctofa? C MoMoIIbIo TOM caMoi JOYKnu? Y TBEpK-
Jast, 4YTO OJIHA U3 HUX U €CTh OOeIaHHasi HEBECTA...

CHexaHa 1OX0JI0/i€J1a, BCIIOMHUB 3aMe4yaHUE YJIMTHI O IIPOIaB-
mmx 0e3 BecTH Oarpaykax e€ CeMbH.

— MBI 3a1MIIaIM CBOUX... — YIIPSIMO OTBETHII MY’KUYHHA.

— OTO Tak. — CIIOKOMHO coracuics npuspak. — HeiHue jxe Bamm
rpexu Bac HacTUDIH. Cyap0a OTIIphICKa Balllero OTPABIEHHOTO JIpeBa
CBEPLLUUTCS — U BBl caMH €€ onpenenuian. — OH Ha MTHOBEHHE OCTAaHO-
BuiCs. — OTHAKO BO3paslyHTeCh, HAKOHEL-TO BBl MO>KETE YIIOKOUTHCH,
OTHPABUTHCS B 3arPOOHYIO JKU3HB, OTBETUTH MEepe]l CBOUMHU OOramH.

— Her! — )xeHIMHa BCKOUnia Ha HOTH, HO NIPU3paK claesa JErKui
KECT B €€ CTOPOHY, U OHA U €€ MY)K PE3KO IIOCTAapeIu Ha T€ CaMbIe
JIBECTH JIET U IIPEBPATWIINCH B BBICOXIINE MyMHUH, KPUK XKECHILUHBI 3a-
CTpsU1 y HEE B roplIe.

O0e neBylIKM CMOTPENH Ha 3TO, IOMEPTBEB, HE CIIOCOOHBIE AaXKe
MIOILIEBETIUTHCS OT yKaca.

— Yro e 10 TeOs, MOsI HEBECTa, — MPU3PAK MIPOTAHYI PYKY K IIEKe
CHexaHsl.



Pe3kas 60716 OT €ro JNeAsTHOTO MPUKOCHOBEHUS MpHBeENa €€ B UyB-
CTBO, M OHA OTCKOYMJIA.

— Her! — 3akpuyana ona. — Het! — oHa BeiOekana U3 TaBEpHHI U
MOCIICIIIMIIA B HOYb.

Omna Gexana Tak OBICTPO KaK TOJBKO MOIJIA, MOCTOSIHHO MPOBAIU-
BasiCh B INIYOOKHIA CHET, TSDKEJO JIBIIIA OT U3HEMOXKCHHSI U OTYASHUSL.
OHa cibllana marv MepTBsika, TSDKENbIE U HEYMOJIUMBIE, IIpeciey-
rorue e€. Ha MrHOBeHHE €11 T0KA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHU 3aTUXJIM BAAIU U ¢i
yIal10Ch CHaCTUCh, KaK BIPYT pa3Aalics )KyTKUNA BOU JHOKUH BOTYbUX
m10oTok. OHA OCTaHOBUIJIACH U yIIajia Ha KOJICHH — OHA Obllla OKpY>KeHa
cracii. JKénrple n1aza BHUMATEIbLHO CICAWIIM 3a HEHM, TEMHBIC TCHHU
IUISICAd HA CHETY, OKpyXaliu e€, MEJICHHO MNpUOIUKasCh, TOTO-
BACH K YOMIICTBEHHOMY MPBDKKY. BApyr Mexay HuMu mpoHEccs map
MIPU3PAYHOTO CBETA U BPE3aJCs B 3€MIJIIO PAJIOM C JIEBYLIKOW, BHOBb
MIPEBPATUBIIKNCH B MPEIBOIUTENS MPU3PAUYHOTO OTpsiaa mbQos. Cras
3aMmepiia, YCTaBUBIINCH HA MEPTBElA, OJHAKO OHU HE OBLIU TOTOBBI
0TKa3aTbCs OT JOOBIUM, KOTOpas Oblia y)ke Tak OMU3K0, 4YTO OHH YXKe
omrymanu e€ Bkyc. Jla ¥ moToM B 3THUX MecTax 0ecTUU U MPHU3PAKU
KHJTU CITUILKOM J0JIT0 60K 0 00K, YTOObI 00sIThCs ApYT Apyra. Bomku
CHOBa noAouuM moonuxe. [Ipu3pak BeITAIUI MeU U3 HOKEH U KpyTa-
HYJI UM, BBIIIYCTHB CBETSLIYIOCS JMHUIO MEPTBEHHOT'O CBETa, KOTOPAst
XJIECTHYJA 10 HECKOJIbKUM BOJIKAM — OHHM OTHPBITHYJIM U B3BBUIM OT
6omu. Emé onuH B3Max MEU4OM — U CTasi HAaKOHEI[ OTCTYMHIIa 00paTHO
B HOYb. [Ipu3pak BepHy M€Y B HO’KHBI U IOCMOTpEN Ha JIeBylIKy. OHa
CMOTpEJia Ha HETO CJIOBHO 3aBOPOKEHHAS, HE B COCTOSIHUU YTO-JTHO0
ckazatb. OH MOBEpHYJICA U MEAJIEHHO HAMpaBUJICS 0OpaTHO K TaBep-
HE, HE OCTaBJIsAA CJIEAO0B Ha CHETY, HO IyTh, [0 KOTOPOMY OH IMPOIIET,
Ka3aJ0Ch, TYCKJIO cBeTwica. CHexaHa Kakoe-TO BpeMs MpojoJiKajia
CU/IETh — CJIMIIKOM H3MYyYeHHas OEroM W yxXacoMm, 3aTeM HaKOHeI]
MOJIHSJIACh U MOCIEA0BAlIa 32 HUM 10 npu3padyHoMy nyTH. OHa Buje-
Jla e€ro TYCKJIO CBETAIIytocs GUTYpy BIAIH, Ta ABUrajach MEAJIEHHO,
HO €W He yJaBaJioCh €ro JOrHaTh. PAoM ¢ TaBepHOW OH MOMPOCTY
pacTBOPUIICS B BO3AYXE.

Korpa Cuesxana 3aiiia B TaBepHY, OT OTpsiJia HE OCTalI0Ch U ClIe/a.
Viura cuaena moa CTOJIOM, BICIUBIIKMCH B KOJICHU U THXO IOABHIBAS



OT y)Kaca, YCTaBUBIINCh HA MyMUU, HE B COCTOSIHUU OTBECTH B3TJIA.
Yachl Bc€ Tak K€ MOJIYaIH, OTOHB 110Tac, Kak Oy/ITO 3TO MECTO yMEPJIO
BMecTe C ero xo3seBaMu. CHekaHa MocHemuia K YIUTe U 3aTpscia
e€.

— bexum! — 3akpuuana ona. — bexxum orcrona!

[Tonpyra HUKaK He OTpearupoBaia, BcE Tak K€ KauasCh U3 CTOPOHBI
B CTOPOHBI U BOS 4TO-TO HepazOopuuBoe. CHekaHE MPHUIIOCH
OTBECHTH €l HECKOJIBKO MOMIEUNH, MPEXK/Ie YeM OHa HAaKOHEIl MTPHIILIA
B ce0s1. O0e AeByIIKU BhIOEKAIN U3 KYTKOTO JIOMa U MOOeKaIu BHU3
mo gopore. UM maxke B TOJNIOBY HE MPHIIJIO, YTO OHH BHOBb MOIJIH
3aMpoCTO MOTEPSITHhCS MO JOPOTE, 1a U BOJIKH BCE €IIE KPY>KUIH T10
necy. Ho B 3TOM XyTKOM MeCT€ OHU OCTaBaThCsl HE MoIH. M oTKyna-
To CHEe)kaHa TOYHO 3HaA, Ky/la UJTH, a BOJIKU O0XOIUIA KX CTOPOHOM.

JIeByLIKY BEpHYJINCH B AEPEBHIO PAHO YTPOM, IIEPBbIE JIy4H COJIHLIA
poOko ocsemanu He60. OHM MOMPOINATUCH, U30eras CMOTPETh APYT
Ha Jpyra ¥ Kpaayduch pa3ouuIUCh Mo gomaM. baOymika CHeXaHbI
BCTpeTHsa €€ CypoBO HACYNMUBIINCH, JEBYIIKAa MPoOOpMOTana 4YTo-
TO PO TO, YTO OHU MOTEPSUIUCH MO popore. Crapyxa CKENTUYECKH
CKOJIb3HYJIa B3MIIAOM MO €€ MEPTBEHHO-OJIETHOMY JIHILY, HO ITOTOM
3aMeTusIa JUCThSl TaJaHTOM, YTO OHHM C YIUTOW ycmenu coOparh U
pellIniIa, 4TO JEBOYEK HAITyTraIu BOJIKH U IycTHIIa €€ cnars. [IpaBna eé
OXBAaTUJIO KAKOE-TO HEMPUATHOE YyBCTBO, KOI/A JIEASHOE JyHOBEHHUE,
Ka3ajock, mpociienoBano 3a CHexxaHou B €€ komHaty. E€ ponurenu
BEPHYJIUCH Ha CIEAYIOIUN JeHb U MEPErOBOPIIIN ¢ 0a0yIITKOM, 3aTeM
BHOBb PacCIPOCWIH €€ 0 MHUMOM II0XOZ€E 3a rajJlaHtosiMu. E€ mars,
CrosiHa, 1 6abka HECKOJIbKO pa3 OOMEHSUIMCHh B3INISIaMU TOKa OHA
pacckasbiBaia, OCOOCHHO KOTJa OHa Hadaja 3alHHAThCS, MBITasCh
OMHCaTh KaK OHU ONYKJaTH HOYbIO, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BpPOJE KakK
el moBepuiiv, Mpapa MaTh €€ ewe pa3 Kkpenko orpyraia. Kazamnocs,
JKA3Hb B JIEPEBHE BHOBB IIOTEKJIA CBOMM YEPENOM, XOTh OHU YXKE HE
CTOJIb YaCTO BCTPEYAJIUCh C YJIUTOM, OHU HE TOBOPHWIA O TOM, YTO
CIYyYWJIOCh M MX OTHOLIEHHE APYr K APYry C T€X IOP HEYJIOBHUMO
n3MeHusoch. Kazanoce, Yaura 4yBcTBoBaia ce0si HETOBKO, 3a TO, YTO
BTsHYJIa MOAPYTY B ATOT YXkac, 3a TO, YTO CMEsSIach HaJl UCTOPUSMU



0 Tpu3pakax, HO ObUla CIMIIKOM Topia, YTOOBl NPHU3HATH CBOIO
HenpasoTy. Jla u norom, CHexaHa OCTaBUIIa €€ B [IOJTHOM OJIUHOYECTBE
c AByms Tpynamu u npuspakamu! Xopoma noapyra! IIpasBna 6su10
U emé Koe-yTo, U3-3a Yero OHa He YyBCTBOBaja ceOs HU KalelbKu
BMHOBATOM B IIPOU3OLLEILIEM.

Heckonpko aHEW CIycTs Ha4yajlu NPOUCXOAUTH CTPAHHBIEC BEILH.
CBekeHal0eHHOE MOJIOKO IPOKUCAJIO0 B CYUTAHHBIE MUHYTBI, KOIIKH
HEPBHUYAJIY U LIUIIEIN Ha TEHHU, UX IIEPCTh IPAKTUYECKU IIOCTOSIHHO
crosiia 1p100M. babka CHexanbl, yOupas 3akaTKu, CBaJIMIIach CO CTYIa,
Kak Oy/iTo e€ KTO-TO TOJKHYJ, U YyTh HE cjoMalia LIe0, a MIIaJieHeLl
e€ cecTpsl cepbE3HO 3a00en. OgHax el BeuepoM CHekaHa momorania
MaTepu Ha KyXHe, KaK BAPYT Ta BCKPUKHYJIA, CXBaTuia €€ 3a pyKy U
MOBEpHYJa €€, YTOOBI MOTyYIlle PACCMOTPETh €€ LIEKY, Ty, K KOTOPOH
IIPUKOCHYJICS Tpu3pak. Teneps, B moiayTbMe, Oblila SBCTBEHHO BUIHA
TYCKJIO IIOCBEpKHMBaromas orMerka. CTosiHa B y)Kace pacnaxHysa
I71a3a U OTBECUJIA JOYEPH OIUICYXY.

— Tr1 MHe conrana! — cepauto ckazana oHa. — Tbl Obuta B Jlonune
Onbpuiickux Cnés!

— S Tam He ObL1a, — mpoOOpMOTaa JEBOYKA.

IIpo3BeHena ouepenHas omeyxa.

— XBarur Bpars!

— 51 He BpY, — ynpsmo nosropuiia CHexkaHa. — Mbl ObLIIM TOJIBKO B
CTapoy TaBEpHE.

— B TaBepHe, — B yxace BbIJJOXHYyJa MaTh U noonenHena. — Tol
npusena ux crona!l OHu ObLIM MPUBSA3aHbI K JOJIMHE, a Thl IPUBEJA UX
croza! 310 MO3TOMY... — OHA NPEPBAJIACH U 33AyMaach.

ITorom ona 3arammia 04b B I10JBaJ U 3amepia €€ TaM, OCTaBUB
JUIIb HeOoNbIIyl0 cBeuky. CHexaHa mpucena U no&xuiach. beuio
IIPOXJIAAHO, TEHU IPUYYIJIMBO TAHILIEBAJIU B TYCKJIOM CBETE CBEUH.
TEMHBIE yIIIbI CMYTHO O Y€M-TO HAIIOMUHAJHU, O YEM-TO U3 PAHHETO
JETCTBA, YEM-TO Y>KaCHOM, HO OHa HUKaK HE MOIVIa BCIIOMHUTH O
4éM HMMEHHO. A KpoMe€ TOro, e€ciu €€ CaMO3BaHbI XEHHUX BIPYD
pemuT o0BsABUTHCA — el Hekyaa Oyner Oexarb. Pogurenu BClo HOYb
nporopopuin ¢ 06abkoil. OHM NBITATUCh pa3roBapuBaTh TUXO, HO
BpeMsl OT BPEMEHHU J10 He€ IOHOCHIINCH OT/IeNIbHbIEe (hpasbl.
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