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Slovenska spolo¢nost pre zahrani¢nu politiku bola zaloZena v auguste
1993 ako otvorené nestranicke diskusné forum o medzinarodnych otazkach
azahrani¢nej politike. Je najstar§im zahrani¢nopolitickym think tankom
na Slovensku. Jej hlavnym cielom je poskytovat priestor na otvorent vy-
menu nazorov o zahrani¢nej politike prostrednictvom seminarov, work-
shopov, konferencii a publikacii. SFPA publikovala stovky odbornych textov,
$tudii, komentarov, policy paperov ¢i neperiodickych publikacii.

Pavol Demes je nezavisly odbornik v oblasti ob¢ianskej spolo¢nosti a medzi-
néarodnych vztahov pdsobiaci v Bratislave. Pred Neznou revoliciou v novem-
bri 1989 posobil v biomedicinskom vyskume na Univerzite Komenského
v Bratislave. Je absolventom Karlovej Univerzity v Prahe (1980). Po demo-
kratiza¢nych zmenach v roku 1989 pracoval ako riaditel odboru medzina-
rodnej spoluprace na Ministerstve §kolstva SR a ako vykonny riaditel Slo-
venskej akademickej informacnej agentury — Servisného centra pre treti
sektor. Okrem toho posobil ako riaditel odboru zahranic¢nej politiky Kan-
celarie prezidenta SR (1993 — 1997) a v rokoch 1991 — 1992 bol ministrom
medzinarodnych vztahov SR. V roku 1999 stravil Sest mesiacov ako analytik
vo Woodrow Wilson Center vo Washingtone. Od roku 2000 do septembra
2010 bol riaditelom pre strednti a vychodna Eurépu v German Marshall
Fund of the United States v Bratislave. V sti¢asnosti je nezavislym analyti-
kom a okrem toho sa venuje fotografovaniu, publikovaniu a ma samostatnu
relaciu v ramci internetovej televizie tasr.tv.

Pavol Demes je drzitelom Ceny EU a USA za rozvoj demokracie a ob¢ianskej
spolo¢nosti (1998), ceny USAID Democracy and Governance Award (1999),
vyznamenania holandskej kralovnej Rytier radu Orange Nassau (2005),
Radu juhoslovanskej hviezdy I. triedy (2005), Ceny za ludské prava Orga-
nizacie médii juhovychodnej Eurépy (2009), Medal of Honor, Friends of
Slovakia, USA (2011), Ceny ministra kultiry Bulharskej republiky (2014),
Czech and Slovak Transatlantic Award (2017) a Zlatej plakety ministra za-
hrani¢nych veci a eurépskych zaleZitosti SR (2019).
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Britsky vel'vyslanec Nigel Baker pocas odovzdavania poverovacich listin
prezidentke SR Zuzane Caputovej. Bratislava, 3. septembra 2020. Foto: Archiv
Kancelarie prezidenta SR.



Predslov velvyslanca Velkej Britanie
na Slovensku Nigela Bakera

Osobne citim silny zaviazok voc¢i slovensko-britskym vzta-
hom. Moja diplomaticka misia sa zacala vroku1992 v Prahe,
kde som ako mlady diplomat posobil v pozicii tretieho tajom-
nika. Politike dominovala debata o volbach a nasledné roko-
vania, ktoré viedli k vzniku nezavislej Slovenskej republiky.
Pracovné navstevy Slovenska mi vzdy prinasali poteSenie.
Fascinovala ma zloZitost histérie Slovenska i krasa jeho pri-
rody. Preto som sa ochotne pridal k malému timu britskych
diplomatov, ktori v roku 1993 vybudovali novi ambasadu
Spojeného kralovstva v Bratislave. Bolo pre mna dobrodruz-
stvom byt pri zrode vtedy najmladsieho eurépskeho statu.
Niektori z mojich slovenskych priatelov, s ktorymi som sa
v tom obdobi zozndmil, uZ nie st medzi nami. Dal$i v stcas-
nosti zastavaju dolezité miesta v diplomacii ¢i vo verejnom
zivote. UZ vtedy som bol — tak ako dnes — presvedceny o tom,
Ze Cerstvo nezavislé Slovensko bude tuspesné, a to aj vdaka
osobnostnym kvalitam mnohych Slovakov, ktorych som mal
moznost postupne spoznat.
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V roku 1989 ¢i 1993 by mali mnohi Briti problém najst Slo-
vensko na mape Eurépy. Dnes je takych iba zlomok. Ako
vysvetluje Pavol Demes vo svojej knihe, ktora je bohata na
udalosti, detaily, fakty aj tvare, nasa spolo¢na histéria za po-
slednych tridsat rokov (ale, samozrejme, aj predtym) sa nes-
mierne preplietala. Pre obe krajiny bolo toto obdobie turbu-
lentné. Ale kde to bolo najzavaznejsie — ked bola v ohrozeni
demokracia, ked vypukla vojna, ked sme ¢elili krizam —, tam
sme vzdy stali pri sebe. Mnohi Briti dnes volaju Slovensko
svojim domovom, a este viac ich Slovensko navstivi, aby si
uzili jeho jedine¢nui pohostinnost. Na druhej strane Slovaci
v Spojenom kralovstve aktualne tvoria jednu z najvacésich
slovenskych diaspér vo svete. Demes sa zameriava na poli-
tické vztahy medzi nasimi krajinami, ale nezanedbava ani
kulturne, $portové, obchodné a medziludské viazby, ktoré sa
rozvinuli exponencialne pocas uplynulych dekad a ktoré su
dnes oporou nasho rozvijajuceho sa vztahu.

Krajina pod Tatrami a ostrov za morom nemaju na prvy po-
hl'ad vela spolo¢ného. Tato kniha, prva svojho druhu, kto-
ra skuma pribeh slovensko-britskych vztahov v modernej
dobe, nam vsak podava iny obraz. V roku 2020 som poziadal
o navrat na Slovensko ako velvyslanec, pretoZe po odchode
Britanie z Eurdpskej unie som chcel prispiet dal$ou pozitiv-
nou kapitolou nasich vztahov. Je vela toho, ¢o si mézZeme ako
priatelia a spojenci navzajom ponuknut. V roku 1993 sa mi
ani nesnivalo, Ze prichddzam do krajiny, ktora tak hlboko
poznadi mdj Zivot. Ci si to uvedomujeme alebo nie, pre Britov
ma Slovensko nieco do seba, tak ako ma Britania pre Slova-
kov, a to nas tuzko spaja. Pavol Deme$ nam v tejto publikacii
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poskytuje zopar indicii, preco je to tak. Je to patricna pocta
prvym tridsiatim rokom naS$ich vzajomnych diplomatic-
kych vztahov.
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The Slovak Foreign Policy Association (SFPA), founded in August 1993,
is an independent, nonpartisan and non-profit organisation. It is the oldest
foreign policy think tank in Slovakia. Throughout its program of meetings,
seminars, workshops and publications, the SFPA disseminates information
about international relations. It has published hundreds of opinions, expert
studies, policy briefs, policy papers and books.

PavolDemesisanindependentforeignpolicyanalyst, civilsociety expert
and TV anchor based in Bratislava, Slovakia. Prior to the “Velvet Revolution”
in November 1989, Demes was a bio-medical researcher at Comenius Univer-
sity in Bratislava. He is a graduate of Charles University in Prague (1980).
After democratic changes in 1989 he served as the Executive Director of the
Slovak Academic Information Agency-Service Centre for the Third Sector.
From 1991 — 92 he was the Slovak Minister of International Relations and he
also served as Foreign Policy Advisor to the President of the Slovak Repub-
lic (1993 —97). From 2000 until September 2010 he was the Director for
Central and Eastern Europe of the German Marshall Fund of the United
States (GMF US).

Now heisanon-resident senior transatlantic fellow with GMF US and serves
as a board member of the European Endowment for Democracy. He has his
own TV program on international relations and diplomacy on the tasr.tv
internet TV station (within The News Agency of the Slovak Republic — TASR).
He has published numerous articles and books on international relations and
civil society and had many photographic exhibitions in multiple countries.

Selected awards: the EU-US Democracy and Civil Society Award (in1998),
the USAID Democracy and Governance Award (1999), Royal Dutch deco-
ration Knight of the Order of Orange Nassau (2005), Yugoslav Star of First
Class (2005), South East Europe Media Organisation Human Rights Award
(2009), Medal of Honor from the Friends of Slovakia, USA (2011), AIPES
Freedom Award (2018), Woodrow Wilson Award (2018), Czech and Slovak
Transatlantic Award (2017), Golden Medal of the Slovak Ministry of Foreign
and European Affaires (2019).
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Slovakia and the United Kingdom : The First 30 Years

British Ambassador to Slovakia Nigel Baker presenting his credentials
to Slovak President Zuzana Caputova, 3 September 2020. Photo: Archive
of the Presidential office of the SR.



Foreword by Nigel Baker, Ambassador
of the United Kingdom to Slovakia

I have a strong sense of personal commitment to the Slovak-
-British relationship. My first diplomatic mission, to Prague
in 1992 as a young third secretary, was dominated by the po-
litical debate, elections and subsequent negotiations that led
to the creation of an independent Slovak Republic. I had al-
ways enjoyed my working visits to Slovakia, and was fasci-
nated both by Slovakia’s complex history and its magnificent
countryside. So I was happy to volunteer to join the small
group of British diplomats who in 1993 established the new
British embassy in Bratislava.

For me it was an adventure to take part in the birth of Eu-
rope’s then newest state. Some of the friends I met then are
no longer with us. Others now occupy senior diplomatic posts
and other public positions. I was confident then, asIam now,
that a newly independent Slovakia would be fine because of
the personal qualities of the many Slovaks that I came to know
along the way.
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Many Britons in 1989 or 1993 would have struggled to place
Slovakia on the map of Europe. Far fewer now. As Pavol De-
mes$ explains in his text rich in incidents, detail, facts and
faces, our mutual history over the past thirty years—and
indeed before —has been profoundly intertwined. It has been
a turbulent time for both our countries. But where it has mat-
tered most—when democracy has been in danger, when war
has broken out, when crises have loomed — we have stood to-
gether. Many Britons now call Slovakia their home; even
more visit to enjoy Slovakia’s unmatched hospitality, while
Slovaks in the United Kingdom now form one of the biggest
Slovak diaspora communities in the world.

Demes focuses on the political relationship between our
countries, but he does notignore the cultural, sporting, busi-
ness and people-to-people ties that have developed exponen-
tially over recent decades, and which underpin our evolving
relationship today.

At first glance, the land beneath the Tatras mountains and
the island over the sea have little in common. This book, the
first of its kind to explore the story of Slovak-British rela-
tions in the modern era, tells us otherwise. I asked to return
in 2020 as ambassador because I wanted to contribute a fur-
ther, positive chapter following Britain’s departure from the
European Union. As friends and Allies we have much to offer
each other.

I never dreamed in 1993 that I was coming to a country that
would mark my life profoundly. But there is something about
Slovakia for Britons, and Britain for Slovaks, that binds us
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closely together, whether we realise it or not. Pavol Demes,
in this publication, gives us a few of the clues as to why that
is. Itis a fitting tribute to the first thirty years of our bilateral
diplomatic relationship.

Nigel Baker
December 2022
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