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This textbook has been developed to quickly acquaint students with basic Czech.

It contains 6 lessons, each corresponding to at least 10 teaching hours. The main
emphasis is on communicative methods based on an action-oriented approach. The
textbook is mostly intended for intensive short courses and it fits level A 1 of the
Common European Frame.

The textbook contains about 700 basic words and phrases. In the Vocabulary after
each lesson the user will find all words and phrases used in the texts and exercises
except the verbs and words included in the tables, together with their English
equivalents.

Basic Czech | is based on methodological principles similar to those successfully
employed with the CIEE programme by colleagues at the Institute for Language and
Preparatory Studies, Charles University (Intensive Czech for American students, course
leader Jana Cemusova).

We would like to thank the reviewers of our textbook, Mrs. Helena Confortiova and
Mr. Karel Sebesta for their useful comments as well as our colleagues Hana Diringerova,
Milan Hrdlicka and Pavlina Chejnova for pre-testing the material in their lessons.

Special thanks to our colleague Neil Bermel from the University of Sheffield for
proofreading the English text.

Ana Adamovic¢ova, Darina Ilvanovova
Institute of Czech Studies,

Faculty of Arts

Charles University, Prague
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darinaiv@centrum.cz



OBSAH
CONTENTS

LESSON 1

PRONUNCIATION

THE CZECH ALPHABET

SOME IMPORTANT SIGNS AND NOTICES
BASIC PHRASES AND GREETINGS

THE VERB TO BE

WHERE ARE YOU FROM? - WHAT? - WHO?
NOUNS - GENDER

A TOWN

WHERE?

VOCABULARY

LESSON 2

MY ROOM

WHAT IS... LIKE? - WHICH?
COLOURS, FRUITS

| LIKE

THE/THIS, ONE

WHOSE? POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS
CARDINAL NUMERALS

HOW MUCH? * HOW MANY?
THE VERB TO HAVE
FURNITURE AND FURNISHINGS
VOCABULARY

LESSON 3

IN THE RESTAURANT

PRESENT TENSE - 1T TYPE
PRESENT TENSE - 2"° TYPE
ACCUSATIVE SINGULAR

A FEW WORDS ABOUT ADJECTIVES
A FEW WORDS ABOUT ADVERBS
WAYS OF SAYING “I KNOW”
ORDINAL NUMERALS

DAYS OF A WEEK

WHEN?

MENU

FOOD

VOCABULARY

LESSON 4

IN THE SHOP

NOMINATIVE & ACCUSATIVE PLURAL

PRESENT TENSE - 3" TYPE

STUDY AND WORK

A FEW DATES FROM THE CZECH HISTORY AND CULTURE



OBSAH
CONTENTS

ORIENTATION IN PRAGUE
WHY? - BECAUSE

I LIKE /1 DON'T LIKE TO DO
HOW OFTEN?

HOW LONG?

COMPOUND FUTURE TENSE
A FORM - APPLICATION
VEGETABLES

VOCABULARY

LESSON 5

AT THE RAILWAY STATION

PRESENT TENSE - IRREGULAR VERBS
VERBS “TO GO..."”

WHERE TO? BY? WHERE?

ALREADY YES x NOT YET
PREPOSITIONS

ORIENTATION IN THE TOWN
VOCABULARY

LESSON 6

WHERE DO YOU WANT TO GO?

MODAL VERBS

WHERE HANNA AND JUAN HAVE BEEN?
PAST TENSE

VOCABULARY

APPENDICES

ESSAYS

VERBS WITH THE ACCUSATIVE
QUESTIONS

CASES

SONGS

KEY TO THE EXERCISES
MONTHS



ABBREVIATONS

Genders:

M - masculine

Mi - masculine inanimate
Ma - masculine animate
F - feminine

N - neuter

Cases:

Nom. - nominative
Gen. - genitive

Dat. - dative
Acc. - accusative
Loc. - locative

Instr. - instrumental

adj. - adjective
adv. - adverb
prep. — preposition

sg. - singular

pl. - plural

coll. - colloquial

Symbols:

» - grammatical explanation
A - lexical explanation

O - MP3 audio*

* MP3 available at www.karolinum.cz.
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1 VYSLOVNOST
PRONUNCIATION AND SPELLING

VOWELS (samohlasky) (>
A pas (passport), Praha, maso (meat), mapa (map), ano (yes)
E pes (dog), den (day), sen (dream), jeden (one), metro, ne (no)
Y pivo (beer), kino (cinema), minuta

byt (apartment)
(o) voda (water), sobota (Saturday), kolo (bike)

U pusa (mouth, kiss, coll.), rum, nula (zero)

A mama (mum), mam (/ have), réno (morning), banan, kava (coffee)
E dobré rano (good morning), mléko (milk), problém, |éto (summern)
i,Y vino (wine), prosim (please; you are welcome)

Dobry den! (“good day”, e.g. Hello!), syr (cheese), byt (to be)
06 maoda (fashion), préza (prose), gol

0,0 Utery (Tuesday), dGm (house), domd (home)

>>  Long vowels are about twice as long as short ones. Therefore you may have the
impression that Czech speech has a melodic, “singing” character.

>> It is quite important to remember where long and short vowels appear, because
the vowel lenght can change the meaning of the word.



VYSLOVNOST 1

PRONUNCIATION AND SPELLING

» LY, 1Y, U-U = two graphic variants of one vowel having the same pronunciation.
1/ is called “soft” (m&kké i), while Y/Y is called “hard” (tvrdé i).
= ¢arka (long-sign), ° = krouzek (circle), * = hacek (hook).

DIPHTHONGS (dvojhlasky)

ou Dobrou noc! (Good night!), Na shledanou! (Good-bye!), houska (roll)

AU auto (car), automat (vending machine), autobus (bus), sauna

EU euro, pneumatika (tyre)
CONSONANTS (souhlasky)
ey s

H hotel, Praha Z Zivot (life)

CH chalupa (cottage) S Zest (six)

K koberec (carpet) C co (what)

G vegetarian c Cesky (Czech)

R Dobré réno! (Good morning) R dvefe (doon)

D jeden den (one day) D Madarsko (Hungary)

T tabule (board) T chut (taste)

N noc (night) N dan (tax)

J €aj (tea)
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1 VYSLOVNOST
PRONUNCIATION AND SPELLING

HOW DO WE PRONOUNCE IT?

7 3 - like in pleasure

S {J} - like in shadow

@ {§y - like in chance

DZ  {d&g - likein just

C {ts} - like in tzatziki, tzar, tsunami

G {g} - like in game

J {i} - like in yellow

R - like nowhere! Try to pronounce {r+3} as one sound!

CH - the compound letter like in Scots “loch” (lake)
AMBIGUOUS CONSONANTS

BFLM banka, film, [ék (medicine), mapa

PSVZ papir, salam, vejce (egg), zitra (tomorrow)

HOW DO WE WRITE IT?

i’y x i/y

Z8 Zit (to live), sesit (notebook)

CR +i/i ¢ist (to reaa), fikat (to say)

cJ cil (goal), jidlo (food)

HCH nahy (nude), chyba (mistake)

KR velky (big), rychly (fast)

G +y/y gymnazium (grammar school)

DT mlady (young), kalhoty (trousers)

N noviny (newspaper)

BF bily (white) x blby (stupid); film x fyzika (physics)

LM liny (lazy) x maly (small); mit (to have) x myt (to wash)
+i/ixyly

PS pivo (beer) x hloupy (silly); sila (force) x syr (cheese)

VZ vitr (wind) x vy (you); zitra (tomorrow) * jazyk (language)
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VYSLOVNOST 1
PRONUNCIATION AND SPELLING

PRONUNCIATION AND SPELLING OF D, T, N+E, l/i

dti+e > dé té& né nedéle (Sunday), télo (body), Néco (something)
dtin+i > di ti ni divadlo (theatre), platit (to pay), nic (nothing)
dtia+i > di ti ni dité (child), piti (drink), moderni

>>  Words of foreign origin e.g. univerzita, diskuse, mitink, don’t follow this soft
pronunciation rule!

ALL COMBINATIONS WITH “E”

DE nedéle PE pét (five)

TE télo VE véta (sentence)

NE néco FE na Harfé (a square in Prague)
BE b&hat (to run) ME meésto (city)

¥

»>  “& itself is pronounced {je}, so pé is {pje), bé {bje}, etc. Only “mé” is
pronounced {miie}.

VOICED AND VOICELESS CONSONANTS
(znélé a neznélé souhlasky)

b v d d z <z g h dz rlmnj-

13
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VYSLOVNOST
PRONUNCIATION AND SPELLING

HOW DO WE PRONOUNCE IT?

klub {klup}, lev {lef}, bod {bot}, obraz {obras}, grog {grok}, muz {mus}

obchod {opchot}, divka {difka}, hezky {hesky}
odpoledne {otpoledne}, tuzka {tuska}
lodka {lotka}, v€era {fcera}

v pondéli {fpondél}, v Praze {fpraze}

kdo {gdo}, kde {gde}, kdy {gdy}

breh {brzech}, priklad {prsiklat}, tfi {trsi}

na shledanou {na sch... x na zh...}

>>  The preposition and the word following are pronounced as one word with the
stress on the first syllable: v Praze {fpraze}.



VYSLOVNOST - NACVIK 1
PRONUNCIATION - TRAINING

B Read and try to guess the meaning some of the words:

ou

NI - NY

DI - DY

TI=-TY

Ti-TY

mapa banka
patek banan
den dezert
léto krém
pivo kino

pit vino
voda soda
soélo gol

rum ruka
Gtery Unor
ddm sUl
kousek houska
Dobrou noc!

nic nikdo
noviny koruny
nenf modernf
krdsny vyborny
divadlo hodina
kdy nekdy
dité mladi

Londyn mlady

platit naproti
boty kalhoty
platim leti
tyden tym
béhat obéd
pét pékny
svéet devét
mésto namesti

maso zprava
saldm zZprava
kemp led

ek problém
ryba prosit
ryma prosim
sobota okno
moda ton

nula pusa
Ukol Usta
stal pal
meloun

Dobrou chut!

zelenina
hodiny

narodni
Spatny

lidi
tady

budik
dyné

ticho
typ

smeti
svaty

béh
opét
veta

mesic

porad ano
porad

lekce ne
mléko

sesit byt
syr byt
kolo

nervozni
tulipdn

Ucet

raze

Na shledanou!

I unie ! | tenis !
| dieta ! I'idiot !
! dynastie !

I titul ! Itip !
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