
Focused
on ObjectThe book Ancient windows from Stupava. The oldest evidence of 

an earthquake in Slovakia deals with fi nds uncovered during archae-
ological excavations of a building complex from the Roman Period in 
Stupava. Attention was drawn especially to the masonry, which did not 
crumble away gradually as in medieval castles, but fell to the ground. 
Similar fi nds are known from the nearby ancient Carnuntum, where 
they were interpreted as the consequences of an earthquake from the 
middle of the 4th century AD. The earth tremors also destroyed the 
estate in Stupava, less than 20 km away. The book brings information 
about the historical background of the construction of this estate, the 
relationships of the Romans with the Germans living in the vicinity, and 
archaeological fi nds testifying to its demise after the mentioned natural 
disaster.

The reader will also learn about the rescue and restoration of one 
of the walls, which included two windows – the oldest known windows 
from the Slovak territory – as well as about other exceptional archae-
ological fi nds from Stupava, which bring the building complex into 
a broader context.

The Slovak National Museum is a top cul-
tural and educational institution with nation-
wide scope. Its collection holdings comprise 
more than four million collection items of var-
ious nature. Employees of the SNM curate 
natural-scientifi c, archaeological, historical, 
artistic and ethnographic objects. The muse-
um presents the results of activities related to 
the research of its collection items not only at 
exhibitions, but also in various publications. 
The goal of making available information 
about the SNM collections is to educate the 
general public about the wealth of Slovakia’s 
cultural heritage. Each visitor or reader can 
thus fi nd their area of interest, be it weapons 
or a collection of tropical butterfl ies.

The Slovak National Museum publishes 
collected volumes, exhibition catalogues and 
various monographs intended for profession-
als as well as the general public. Its publish-
ing activity is covered by the SNM Publishing 
House. The journals Múzeum and Pamiatky 
a múzeá also have a long tradition. In the re-
cent past, the SNM introduced several new 
book series, such as Focused on Object, 
Museion or the series of educational books 
Museologica pedagogica.

Vladimír Turčan has been working at the 
SNM – Archaeological Museum in Bratisla-
va since 1978 as a curator. He is occupied 
with research of the 1st millennium AD, i.e. 
the Roman Period, Migration Period and 
the Slavic Period. He acted as site director 
in dozens of archaeological excavations, 
mainly in south-western Slovakia. He par-
ticipated in a number of professional pub-
lications as an author, co-author or editor. 
As the author and co-author, he prepared 
more than twenty exhibitions in Slovakia and 
Italy. He is the organizer of regular interna-
tional archaeological colloquia. 

The book series Focused on Object pre-
sents selected exceptional objects from the 
collection holdings of the Slovak National 
Museum in a broader historical context of 
their creation and use.
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Fig. 1. Fragments of painted plaster from the interior of the main building 
(V. Turčan)



Foreword

Every archaeological find, regardless of the time and method 
of its discovery, experiences two stories that follow each oth-
er. The first was taking place in the past, when the artefact was 
made, worked and served the purpose for which it was intend-
ed. The second, reverse story begins to unfold from the moment 
of the artefact’s discovery during archaeological research. After 
laboratory treatment, or real or virtual restoration, the find be-
comes a collection item.

An interesting second story is related to a wall with two win-
dow openings, which dates back to the Roman Period and was 
discovered during excavations in Stupava. The uniqueness of 
the discovery lies in the fact that the only evidence of demolished 
buildings found so far were ruins covered with earth, mostly scat-
tered about by ploughing. This time, it was possible to uncover 
a collapsed wall block with two window openings, preserved in a 
relatively compact state.

In the first phase, the wall has been uncovered by student 
volunteers who literally dissected the find from the ground in 
difficult field conditions. The excavation was also successfully 
accomplished from a professional point of view thanks to Ivan 
Staník from the Bratislava Regional Centre of the Monuments 
Board of the Slovak Republic, a leading expert on the history of 
architecture and construction technologies. The find was saved 
thanks to a financial subsidy from the Ministry of Culture of the 
Slovak Republic and the support of the then director of the Slo-
vak National Museum – Archaeological Museum (SNM – AM), 
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Štefan Holčík. Its final form was created by the restorers Jozef 
Hrvoľ, Vojtech Pohánka and Peter Jáchym from the Restoration 
Studios of the Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic in Bra-
tislava. The plates with plasters were restored by the company 
Obnova, s. r. o. of Michal Hrčka.

The identification and interpretation of the discovery were 
greatly helped by the Austrian archaeologist Manfred Kandler, 
who for many years uncovered the ancient site of Carnuntum and 
placed the Stupava find into wider historical and geographical 
contexts.

Consultations with Margaréta Musilová from the City Institute 
for the Preservation of Monuments in Bratislava and Vladimír 
Varsik from the University of Trnava also contributed to speci-
fying particular details. Peter Horanský, in cooperation with the 
author, participated in the creation of visualizations of individual 
construction phases of the site and contributed to the termino-
logical precision of the text through consultations. My gratitude 
for consultations also goes to the historian and regionalist Mi-
lan Greguš, as well as to seismologists Róbert Kysel and Peter 
Moczo. I thank Erika Makarová, Daniel Gahér and Ján Šipöcz for 
digitizing the slides.
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