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Ziva pamat objektivom
Jindricha Buxbauma

Ziva pamat’ dokaZe obsiahnut’ pribehy a udalosti zhruba troch generacii
dozadu. l'udia ako ja vSak majd problém: Ako to dokazat? Ako ich po-
skladat' z utrzkov spomienok rodicov, starych rodicov a Sirsich rodin?
Co vieme o ich ceste do plynovych komér a pochodov smrti? A z ml¢ania
tych, Co preZili?

A ti, ¢o prezili peklo holokaustu, sa zvicsa ocitli za ostnatymi drétmi ko-
munistickej zoo. Podaktori preZili aj toto a ocitli sa v dZungli otvorenej
liberalnej spolocnosti. Je krasna, je nebezpecna a je nasim tidelom zabra-
nit' navratu do pekla a zoo.

Ano, z fragmentov fotografii, kore$pondencie, dokumentov... skladame
obraz ich Zivota. Skladame ho s vedomim, Ze ni¢ sa neskoncilo. Generacie
nasSich deti, a ich deti, potrebuju nielen stopu po predkoch, ale aj nasSe
posolstvo.

To posolstvo znie: , Ked' niekto prichddza, aby ti ubliZil, vstaii, chod’ mu
naproti a bran sa silou“ - ¢o je makka verzia pévodného vyroku ,starych”
Dnes, ked’ sledujeme pribeh Izraela a resuscitaciu antisemitizmu v pria-
mom prenose, je rovnako aktudlna ako v celych dejinach nasho l'udu.
Jindrich Buxbaum urobil touto knihou, co musel, vedel a chcel. Vdaka,
Jindro. A vdaka Danielovi Soukupovi, Ze budi zachované nielen tvare,
ale aj pribehy tych, ¢o preZili. Slovo ,preZili“ je vSak nedplné. Spravne je:
preZili so ctou, su to hrdinovia.

Fedor Gal

Living Memory Through the Lens of
Jindrich Buxbaum

Living memory can encompass the stories and events of approximate-
ly three generations. People like me have, however, a problem: how to
do so? How to put them together from fragments of memories of par-
ents, grandparents and the extended family? What do we know about
the journeys to gas chambers and death marches? And what about the
silence of those who survived?

Those who survived the Holocaust frequently found themselves behind
the barbed wire of the Communist Z00. Some of them even managed to
survive this and ended up in the jungle of an open liberal society, which
is beautiful but also dangerous, and where it is our task to prevent a re-
turn to hell and the ZOO.

Yes, we piece together a picture of their lives from fragments of photo-
graphs, from their correspondence, from documents. We do so, however,
with an awareness that nothing has actually come to an end. The gen-
eration of our children and their children not only need traces of their
ancestors, but also our message.

This message is as follows: ,When someone comes to hurt you, stand up
and face them and protect yourself with force®, this being a softer version
f the original statement of ‘the elders’ Today, as we witness the story of
Israel and the revival of anti-Semitism right before our eyes, it is just as
relevant as ever in the entire history of our people.

Jindfich Buxbaum, with this book, did what he had to do, what he knew
how to do and what he wanted to do. Thank you Jindfich. Thanks also go
to Daniel Soukup for preserving not only the faces, but also the stories
of those who survived. The word ‘survived’ does not do sufficient justice.
The correct wording would be: they survived with honour, they are he-
roes.

Fedor Gal



Predmluva reditele Hagiboru

Stari je nejen v Zidovské tradici povaZovdno za znameni poZehnani
a moudrosti. Stary biblicky piikaz ndm piipoming, Ze tcta ke starému
¢lovéku neni pouze otazkou spolecenského respektu, ale duchovni po-
vinnosti, kterd nas vSechny zavazuje. Stari lidé nejsou jen svédky mi-
nulosti - jsou nositeli paméti, jezZ formuje nasi pritomnost a otevira bu-
doucnost. Tradi¢ni zidovské prani k narozenindm ,AZ do sto dvaceti let!”
symbolizuje idedl dlouhovékosti, naplnéni Zivotniho tkolu a dovrSeni
lidské existence. Publikace, kterou drzite v rukou, tento ideal pretvari
v podobé obrazového a textového svédectvi. Fotografie Jindricha Buxbau-
ma zachycuji muze a Zeny, ktefi prekrocili vékovou hranici sta let a jejichzZ
Zivotni dradha byla spojena s tragickou zkuSenosti Soa. Kazdy z nich je
zivym dlkazem, Ze i tvari v tval nepredstavitelnému utrpeni si ¢lovék
muze uchovat vnitfni dlistojnost a stat se nositelem nadéje.

Jindru Buxbauma znam jiz dlouho a vZdy jsem pozoroval, s jakou urput-
nosti a zaroven jemnym citem pristupuje ke svym témattim. Snad i proto
se mu ve tvarich na portrétech podarilo zachytit pravé to podstatné. Do-
provodné texty dodavaji jednotlivym portrétiim kKontext, jenZ umoziu-
je nahliZet jejich Zivoty nejen jako osobni pribéhy, ale také jako soucast
Sirsf historie zidovského lidu a jeho duchovniho dédictvi. Toto propojeni
obrazu a slova dava publikaci hloubku a €inf z ni dilo, které je zaroven
dokumentem, vzpominkou i urcitou teologickou reflexi.

Jako instituce, jezZ pecuje o seniory, dobre vime, Ze vysoky vék je spojen
také s kiehkosti a odkazanosti na druhé. Zaroven vsak predstavuje jedi-
necnou hodnotu - chochma - moudrost, ktera se v judaismu poji prave se
stafim. V souladu s rabinskou tradici je v tomto smyslu kazdé setkani se
stoletym Clovékem nejen osobni zkuSenosti, ale i vstupem do Zivé knihy
pameéti.

Péce o staré lidi je dnes velice naro¢na - vyzaduje od pracovniki i od
blizkych velkou trpélivost, laskavost a schopnost empatie. Zaroven vSak
néco podstatného uci: u¢i nas zpomalit, naslouchat, vnimat kiehkost
druhého a chapat hodnotu pritomného okamziku. Ve stari se totiz zretel-
né ukazuje, Ze skutecna sila spole¢nosti nespociva v rychlosti a vykonu,
ale v solidarité a tcté k tém, ktefi potiebuji nasi podporu.

Domov socialni pé¢e Hagibor, nejvétsi projekt Zidovské obce v Praze,
vznikl proto, aby tato ucta ke stari a paméti nezistala pouze idealem, ale
byla kaZdodenni realitou. Nasim tikolem je vytvaret prostiedi, v némz se
i ti nejkrehdi citi bezpecné, dlistojné a ptijati. Hagibor dnes nenf pouze
mistem péce, nybrz i symbolem Kontinuity a solidarity - mostem mezi
generacemi, ktery chrani pamét a zaroven ukazuje, jak lze prozivat sta-
i1 s respektem a lidskou blizkosti. JiZ samotna historie mista se odrazi
v jeho nazvu, jenz v hebrejStiné znamena ,hrdina“. Vyznam Hagiboru
presahuje hranice samotné Zidovské komunity. V dnesni ¢eské spolec-
nosti se stava prikladem, jak lze spojit socidlné-zdravotni praci s eticky-
mi hodnotami, jak Ize propojit profesionalitu s duchovni hloubkou a jak
ukdazat, Ze péce o seniory nenf jen technickou sluzbou, ale projevem tcty
k lidské dlistojnosti. V tomto smyslu je Hagibor Zivym diikazem, Ze hod-
noty judaismu mohou obohatit Sirsi spolecensky kontext. Jsem proto
rad, Ze mnohé portréty mohly byt zachyceny pravé zde.

Fotografie v této publikaci jsou také naplnénim jednoho ze zakladnich Zi-
dovskych imperativli - pamatuj, udrzuj v paméti... Kazdy portrét je pripo-
minkou pribéhu, ktery nesmi byt zapomenut, a zaroven vyzvou, abychom

rvs

dokazali vnimat staii nikoli jen jako zavér, nybrZ jako dovrSeni Zivota a spo-
¢inuti v klidu a miru. V tomto smyslu lze stari chapat jako rozmér sdbesu -
dne odpocinku. Je diilezité také upozornit, Ze tato kniha nam mtiZe pomoci
zvédomovat jedinou jistotu ¢lovéka - a tou je konecnost lidského Zivota.
Dobra a smysluplna piipravenost na smrt je ukolem kazdého z nas...

Z teceného vyplyva, Ze kniha je vic neZ jen souborem portrétd. Je p¥i-
pominkou odpovédnosti, kterou mame viici tém, kdo nam svou piitom-
nosti zprostiedkovavaji minulost. Je vyjadienim tucty ke stari a soucas-
né vyzvou, abychom tuto tctu proménovali v konkrétni péci, solidaritu
a laskavost. Vérim, Ze publikace AZ do sto dvaceti let bude pro ¢tenare
nejen svédectvim o obdivuhodné odolnosti portrétovanych muzi a Zen,
ale také inspiraci k tomu, abychom si vazili kazdého dne, ktery nam je
darovan - a kazdého clovéka, ktery potifebuje nasi blizkost a pomoc.

Radek Roule, feditel DSP Hagibor






Foreword by the Director of Hagibor

0ld age is viewed as a sign of blessing and wisdom both in the Jewish
tradition and elsewhere. The ancient biblical message reminds us that
honouring an older person is not only a question of social respect and
gratefulness, but also a spiritual responsibility which we are all bound
by. Older people are witnesses of the past, bearers of memory who form
our present reality and open up the future. The traditional Jewish birth-
day wish “may you live until 120!” symbolizes the ideal of longevity, ful-
filment of life’s work and the culmination of human existence. The pub-
lication which you are holding in your hands attempts to reshape this
ideal in the form of a pictorial and textual testimony. The photographs of
Jindfich Buxbaum depict men and women who have surpassed the age
of one hundred and whose life has been linked with the tragic experi-
ence of the Shoah. Each of them is living proof that a person can preserve
their inner dignity and become a bearer of hope even face to face with
unimaginable suffering.

[ have known Jindfich Buxbaum for a long time and have always noticed
with what intensity, along with fine feeling, he approaches his subjects.
This could be why he has been able to capture that specific essence in
the faces in the portraits. The accompanying text by the literary historian
Daniel Soukup provide a context for the particular portraits, enabling
the reader to view their lives, not only as personal stories, but also as
part of the wider history of the Jewish people and their spiritual legacy.
This combination of pictures and words gives the publication a definite
depth and makes it into a work of art which is not only a document and
a memoir, but also a kind of theological reflection.

We are very aware, in our institution which cares for seniors, that an ad-
vanced age is also connected with fragility and dependence on others. It

also represents, however, a unique attribute, - chochma - wisdom, which
is specifically linked with old age in Judaism. In accordance with the rab-
binic tradition each encounter with a one-hundred-year-old person is,
in that sense, not only a personal experience, but also involves entering
into the living book of memory.

Caring for the elderly is extremely demanding at present, requiring pa-
tience, tenderness and the ability to empathize from both our employees
and from the family members. The elderly also, however, teach us some-
thing essential: they teach us to slow down, to listen, to notice the fra-
gility of others and to understand the value of the current moment. Old
age clearly demonstrates that the genuine strength of society does not
amount to speed and performance but consists of solidarity and respect
for those who need our support.

The Hagibor social care facility, the largest project by the Jewish com-
munity in Prague, came about in order to demonstrate that this respect
for the elderly and for memory should not only consist of an ideal, but
should be an everyday reality. We strive to create an environment where
even the most fragile feel safe, dignified and accepted. Hagibor is not only
at present a place of care, but also a symbol of continuity and solidari-
ty. It is a bridge between generations which protects memory and also
demonstrates how old age can be experienced with respect and human
connections. The history of the place itself is reflected in the name, which
means ‘hero’ in Hebrew. The significance of Hagibor resounds beyond the
borders of the actual Jewish community. It serves as an example, within
Czech society today, of how to link social-health work with ethical values,
of how to do something not only with professionalism but with spiritual
depth and finally to demonstrate that care for seniors is not only a tech-



nical service, but an expression of respect for human dignity. Hagibor is,
in this sense, a living example that the values of Judaism can enrich the
wider social context. I am therefore very much pleased that many of the
portraits were actually taken right here at our institution.

The photographs in this publication are also filled with with one of the
basic Jewish imperatives: remember, keep it in your memory... Each por-
traitis a reminder of a story which cannot be forgotten and also a remind-
er to not perceive old age as merely a conclusion, but as the culmination
of life and a time of rest and peace. Old age can in this sense be viewed
as a dimension of the Shabbat, the day of rest. It should also be recalled
that this book can help us realize the only certainty there is about people,
that being the finiteness of human life. Each of us is tasked with being
prepared for death in a good and meaningful manner...

The above-stated makes apparent that this book is more than a collection
of portraits. It is a reminder of the responsibility which we have toward
those who mediate the past to us through their presence. It is an expres-
sion of respect for the elderly and also an appeal to transform this respect
into concrete care, solidarity and kindness. I have high hopes that this
publication Until 120 will be not only a testimony for readers of the re-
markable resilience of the men and women in the portraits, but also an
inspiration for us to value each and every day which we are given, along
with every person who needs our presence and help.

Radek Roule, Director of the Hagibor Social Care Facility
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Predslov riaditel’ky Ohel David

Ohel David (Domov Davidov) v Bratislave zriadil v roku 1988 Ustred-
ny zvaz Zidovskych naboZenskych obci v SR ako prvy a jediny Zidovsky
domov seniorov s celoslovenskou posobnostou. Pocas tejto doby preslo
Specializovanym zariadenim vyse 400 klientov, ktor{ boli preZivsi holo-
kaust a ¢lenmi ZNO v SR.

Ohel David je situovany v centre Bratislavy. Poskytuje svojim obyvatelom
nielen celoro¢nu pobytovu socialnu sluzbu, ale aj moZnost prechodného,
kratkodobého pobytu.

Poslanim zariadenia je poskytovat svojim obyvatelom kvalitny a d6stoj-
ny pobyt so zabezpecenim ich potrieb a umoZnit preZitie seniorskych
rokov v pokoji a bezpec¢i komunity.

Samota a osamelost predstavuju u starsich l'udi ¢asté a neprijemné sta-
vy, ktorym sa snazime vyhnut. Treba vSak vediet rozdiel medzi samotou
a osamelostou. Samota je stav nepritomnosti ludi. Casto chceme byt sami
so sebou, bez pritomnosti druhych, a tento stav je pre nas prospesny. Vie-
me sijehorozsah regulovat a menit. Osamelost vS§ak méze nastat aj u l'udi
v kolektive, spolo¢nosti a spdsobuje psychickd nepohodu. MéZe nastat po
strate blizkej osoby, zhorsen{ zdravotného stavu, po negativnom zazitku.
Je dolezité byt s takymto clovekom Co najviac a snazit sa pomoct mu pre-
konat jeho negativne pocity. S pribadajicimi rokmi sa u l'udi kopia zdra-
votné a psychické problémy, znizuje sa mobilita a stupiiuje sa zavislost od
pomoci druhych. Mnohi ludia preto vyuziju starostlivost' v institdciach.
Myslim si, Ze pri tak vdZnom rozhodnuti, akym umiestnenie do domova
je, je najdolezitejsie ostat’ v kontakte s rodinou, blizkymi, zndmymi, aby
¢lovek nemal pocit odcudzenia a mal v rdmci moznosti moznost rodinu
navstevovat. Cim viac ochoty a pomoci prejavi rodina, tym Iahsie prebie-
ha adaptacna faza. Ta nie je l'ahka pre nikoho.

Vsimla som si, Ze Klienti, ktori nemali deti alebo pochadzaji z mensich
rodin, sa v domove ovela lahSie adaptujd na podmienky a moZnosti
v iom a sd menej narocni. Samotu zvladaju, pretoZe st na fiu naucenf
a vedia si vyplnit svoj volny cas. Klienti, ktori sa cely produktivny zivot
venovali pocCetnej rodine, majd potom so samotou v starobe ovela vacsi
problém.

V Specializovanom zariadeni poskytujeme socidlne sluzby vysoko profe-
sionalnymi zamestnancami. Klienti zvereni do nasej starostlivosti su pre
nas partnermi, jedine¢nymi osobnostami so svojimi Zivotnymi pribehmi.
NaSou viziou je ponuknut klientom bezpecné prostredie, plné atmosféry
prijatia, ticty lasky a dostojnosti.

Nasim cielom je, aby priestory nasho zariadenia ¢o najviac pripominali
domace prostredie a vyhovovali potrebam klientov. NaSou sluzbou po-
mahame klientom udrzat si schopnost ¢o najdlhsi Cas byt sebestacny.
Ak vsak pride k situdcii, Ze sa uz o seba nedokaZu postarat, su tu nase
ruky a srdcia, aby sme im pomohli.

K 20. vyrociu otvorenia Ohel David sme spolu s organizaciou Post Bel-
lum vydali bilingvalnu knihu Stretnutie tych, o preZili Soa. 105 pribehov
prezivsich, ktori boli sicastou Ohel David. Jeden z nich poskytla moja
babicka, prezivsia Osvien¢im. Ako vzdy vravela: ,Prezila som v Ohel Da-
vid Stastnych 12 rokov.“ Dozila sa skoro 99 rokov. Prezentacia domova
uZ roky presahuje brany Ohel David. Klienti sa zui¢astiujui na vystavach
svojich vytvarnych prac na Slovensku aj v zahranici vratane Izraela. Ich
nazory, Zivotné osudy a spomienky su prezentované v tlaci, vdokumen-
toch rozhlasu a televizie ¢i v kniznych podobach. Niektori so svojimi spo-
mienkami pomdahajui pri vzdeldvani mladej generacie, navstevami $kol
a besedami o holokauste.

Kazdy zamestnanec Ohel David robi vSetko preto, aby bolo toto za-
riadenie laskyplnym domovom pre svojich obyvatelov. Aby im po-
mahal tvorivo prijat a dostojne zvladnut seniorsku etapu ich Zivota.

Som vdacna, Ze som sucastou timu Ohel David od roku 2013.

Martina Kotuckova,
riaditelka Ohel David
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Foreword by the Director of Ohel David

Ohel David (Home of David) in Bratislava was established in the year
1988 by the Central Association of Jewish Religious Communities in the
Slovak Republic as the first and only retirement home with nationwide
coverage. Over the course of this time period, more than 400 clients, who
have been survivors of the Holocaust and members of the Jewish com-
munity in the Slovak Republic have stayed in this specialised facility.
Ohel David is located in the centre of Bratislava. It provides its inhabi-
tants with not only year-long social services, but also the possibility of
temporary/ short-term stays.

The mission of the organisation is to provide its inhabitants with a quality
and dignified stay by ensuring their needs are met and by making it po-
ssible for them to live out their senior years in peace and in the safety of a
community.

Solitude and loneliness are frequent and unpleasant experiences for ol-
der people which we try to eliminate. One has to understand, however,
the difference between solitude and loneliness. Solitude amounts to the
absence of people. People frequently want to be on their own, without the
presence of others, and this state of being can be beneficial. One can regu-
late and change the extent. Loneliness, however, can come about among
people in a collective, in society and can cause mental discomfort. It can
occur after the loss of a close one, due to the worsening of physical health
or after a negative experience. It is of importance to be with this person as
much as possible in order to help them overcome their negative feelings.
As people age, their health and mental problems increase, their mobility
decreases and their dependence on others intensifies. Many people con-
sequently make use of care provided in institutions.

[ am of the opinion that when making such a serious decision as to move
to a retirement home, it is of great importance to remain in contact with
family, friends and acquaintances so as to ensure the individual does
not experience a feeling of alienation and has the possibility to visit fa-
mily if they are able. The more interest and help there is from the family,
the easier the adaptation phase. It is not, however, easy for everyone.

I have noticed that clients who have not had children, who come from
smaller families, adapt easier to the conditions and possibilities in the re-
tirement home and are also less demanding. They can cope with solitude
as they are used to it and know how to occupy their free time. Those cli-
ents who have been involved throughout their productive life with a large
family, have much more serious struggles with solitude during old age.
Highly qualified employees provide the social services in the specialised
workplace. The clients entrusted to our care are our partners, being unique
individuals with their own life stories. Our vision is to provide clients with
a safe environment, full of acceptance, respect, love and dignity.

We aim to make the spaces of our facility as similar to a home envi-
ronment as possible in order to meet the needs of our clients. Our servi-
ces help clients remain independent as long as possible. When the time
comes, however, when they are no longer able to take care of themselves,
we are ready, with our hearts and hands, to provide them with help.

On the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the opening of Ohel Da-
vid, we published, along with the organisation Post Bellum, the bilingu-
al book “A Meeting of Those Who Survived the Shoah”, which consisted
of 105 stories of survivors who were part of Ohel David. One of these
was provided by my grandmother, a survivor of Auschwitz. As she al-
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ways would say: “I lived a happy twelve years in Ohel David”. She lived
to almost 99 years old. The public presentation of Ohel David has moved
beyond its gates for a number of years now. Our clients participate in
exhibitions with their visual art, not only in Slovakia, but also abroad,
including Israel. Their views, life fates and recollections have been pre-
sented in the press, in radio and television documentaries and even in
book form. A number of them even help with the education of the young
generation by means of their recollections, through visiting schools, and
participating in events related to the Holocaust.

Each employee at Ohel David does everything possible to make our
facility a loving home for its inhabitants, with the goal of helping
them creatively accept and gracefully manage the senior stage of
their lives.

[ am grateful that [ have been part of the Ohel David team since the year
2013.

Martina Kotuckova,
director of Ohel David



Uvod a podékovani

Jindfich Buxbaum, ktery fadu let dokumentuje Zivot Zidovské komunity
v Ceské republice, se zvlastni citlivosti zachytil tvafe a momentky jejich nej-
stars$ich ¢lenti. Pravidelné navstévy seniorti v jejich domacnostech a social-
nich zarizenich, divérné rozhovory a sdilené vzpominky umoznily umélec-
Ky zachytit jedinecné okamziky vzajemné diivéry prostiednictvim fotografif
Pozoruhodna vitalita a optimismus lidi, ktefi se navzdory bolestem, které
jim 20. stoleti do Zivota prineslo, usmivaji do fotoaparatu, privedlo Buxbau-
ma k myslence vzdat témto Zendm a muzim hold. Fotografie se tak stava
nastrojem Zidovského imperativu zachor - pamatuj, nezapomine;j.

Kniha, ktera Cerpa svou silu z prozité minulosti, zachycuje ,nezachytitel-
ny“ okamzik pritomnosti: ukazuje ,Zidovské babicky a dédecky” v kruhu
rodinnych oslav, s détmi, vnoucaty a pravnoucaty, s Zivotnimi partnery
a prateli anebo s profesionaly, ktef{ o né pecuji. Fotografie tak kromé ro-
dinného zazemi nabizeji pohled do obétavé ¢innosti dvou instituci, které
se o zidovské seniory staraji - Domov socidlni pée Hagibor v Praze, zalo-
Zeny v roce 2008, a Ohel David v Bratislavé, fungujici od roku 1998. Pub-
likace chce takto zdlraznit rozmér socialni prace prostoupené etickymi
hodnotami judaismu a byt zaroven podékovanim vSem, kteii se na ni
podileji. At uz se jedna o rodinné ptislusniky, pratele, ¢leny Zidovskych
obci, socialni pracovniky, ¢i zdravotnicky personal.

Tato kniha spojuje dvé lasky Jindiicha Buxbauma - 1asku k fotografii a las-
ku k zidovstvi. Prvni vyvéra z jeho niterné potfeby umélecké komunika-
ce, druha jde hluboko k jeho vlastnim kofentim. Setkavani s prezivSimi,
z nichZ mnoha vyustila v trvalé pratelstvi, je pro Jindricha pokracovanim
dialogu s jeho zesnulym tatinkem, babic¢kou a dal$imi ptibuznymi, ktefi
preZili holokaust. Je ale také pribliZovanim se k tém, ktefi takové Stésti
neméli. S podobnymi intencemi vznikaly i doprovodné texty Daniela Sou-
kupa, které nemaji byt zevrubnymi zivotopisnymi hesly, ale spiSe stripky
podnécujicimi k zamysleni. Tisténé slovo napojené na ¢ernobilé portréty
je vysledkem uptrimného dlouholetého piatelstvi obou autord, jeZ cerpa
ze stejnych zdroji bohatého zidovského dédictvi. Historickou a duchovni
zkuSenost Zidovstvi spolu sdileji v ramci Zidovské obce Olomouc, jejimiz
jsou oba cleny.

Vybér portrétovanych byl omezen magickou ¢islici 100. Jde o vék, vnémz
se plné ukazuje kirehkost stafi a zavislost na pomoci druhych. V zZidovské
tradici je zvyk pronést kazdy den sto poZehndni, které reprezentuji pl-
nost. Sto let v lidském Zivoté tak mize byt vnhimano jako naplnéni ukolu
¢lovéka, jako ,pozehnany vék" Nazev knihy vSak odkazuje za horizont
tohoto milniku, k véku sto dvaceti let, kdy zesnul biblicky ucitel MoSe.
Je tak zaroven hranici nadmiru naplnéné existence ¢lovéka. Kniha ma
byt v neposledni fadé také reflexi tématu stafi, jeho vitality i zranitelnos-
ti, vybidnutim k dcté ke starym lidem a apelem k laskavému zachazeni
s témi, ktef{ jsou odkdzani na rodinnou ¢i komunitni pomoc.

Dékujeme vSem, ktefi pomohli se vznikem této publikace. Kniha byla fi-
nan¢né podporena Nada¢nim fondem obétem holokaustu, Federaci Zi-
dovskych obci v CR, Zidovskou obci Olomouc, Zidovskou naboZenskou
obci KoSice, vedenim penzionu pro seniory Senzion - Velké Losiny, Iva-
nem Zadorou a Vaclavem Vackem. Zvlastni podékovani naleZi rodinnym
piislusniklim portrétovanych, kteff s nami sdileli své vzpominky na ty,
kdo jiz neziji. S respektem k jejich soukromi je neuvddime jmenovite,
o to vic si jejich spoluprace vaZime. Dékujeme projektu Pamét naroda,
ktery je jedine¢nou sbirkou autentickych zaznami pamétnikd z byva-
1ého Ceskoslovenska. Dik téz nalezi Petru Balajkovi, Pavliné Buxbaum,
Davidu Buxbaumovi, Branislavu Galovi, Fedoru Galovi, Martinu Korco-
kovi, Martiné Kotuckové, Hané Kubatové, Davidu Livingstonovi, Marté
Malé, Martinu Navratilovi, Radku Oplustilovi, Petru Papouskovi, Radkovi
Roulemu, Renaté Skalo$ové z Muzea Ri¢any, Jind¥ichu Streitovi, Jané Tes-
Serové a Michalu Vandrovi, dale neziskové organizaci JEWROPE, vedeni
festivalu Mazel Tov, platformam Tachles TV a Tachles News a Zidovské
nabozenské obci Galanta.
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Introduction and Expression of Thanks

Jindfich Buxbaum, who has documented the lives of the Jewish community
in the Czech Republic for a number of years, has captured both the faces and
circumstances of its oldest members with a particular sensitivity. Regular
visits of seniors in their homes and social institutions, confidential discussi-
ons and shared memories all made it possible to depict artistically unique
moments of mutual trust by means of photography. The remarkable vitali-
ty and optimism of people who, despite the pain experienced in their lives
in the twentieth century, smile for the camera led Buxbaum to the idea of
honouring these women and men. Photography thus became a tool for the
Jewish imperative of “Zachor’ - remember, do not forget.

This book, which draws its power from a lived past, captures the ‘uncap-
turable’ moment of the present: showing “Jewish grandmothers and gran-
dfathers” within the circle of family celebrations, with children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, with their partners and friends, or with the
staff who takes care of them. The photographs therefore not only show cer-
tain homes but also provide a picture of the dedicated work of two instituti-
ons who are involved in caring for Jewish seniors - The Hagibor Social Care
Facility in Prague, founded in the year 2008, and Ohel David in Bratislava,
established in the year 1998. The publication is interested in emphasising
the dimension of social care influenced by the ethical values of Judaism. It
should also serve as an expression of thanks to those who contribute to the
work, whether these be family members, friends, members of the Jewish
community, social workers or health personnel.

This book links up two loves of Jindfich Buxbaum - love for photography
and love for Judaism. The first of these emerges from his inner need for ar-
tistic communication, while the second is connected deeply with his own
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roots. These meetings with Holocaust survivors, many of which grew into
permanent friendships, serve for Jindfich as a continuation of a dialogue
with his deceased father, grandmother and other relatives who survived the
Holocaust. It also involves an attempt at growing closer to those who were
less fortunate in this respect. The accompanying texts by Daniel Soukup also
came about with similar intentions. They are not intended as only detailed
biographical entries but should serve as food for thought and contemplati-
on. The printed words combined with black and white photographs are the
result of sincere years of friendship between both authors, drawing from
the same sources of rich Jewish heritage. They share this historical and spi-
ritual experience of Judaism within the framework of the Jewish community
in Olomouc, which they are both members of.

The portrait selections were defined by the magical number 100. This is
an age which fully reveals the fragility of age and dependence on help from
others. There is a custom in Jewish tradition to voice a hundred blessings a
day as this represents completeness. One hundred years in human life can
therefore be viewed as the completion of human endeavour, as “a blessed
age”. The name of the book makes reference, however, to a moment beyond
this milestone, to the age of one hundred twenty, when the Biblical figure
Moses passed away. It is also the border of the extremely fulfilled existence
of a person. The book should finally serve as a reflection on the theme of
ageing, its vitality and its vulnerability, an encouragement to respect older
people and an appeal to treat those who depend on help from family and
the community with love.

We would like to thank everyone who helped with the creation of this pu-
blication. The book was supported financially by the Foundation for Ho-



locaust Victims, the Federation of Jewish Communities in the Czech Repub-
lic, the Jewish Community in Olomouc, the Jewish Community in KoSice,
the management of the pension for seniors Senzion - Velké Losiny, Ivan
Zador and Vaclav Vacek. Special thanks go to the family members of those
in the portraits, who shared their memories of those who are no longer li-
ving. We do not mention them by name in order to respect their privacy, but
nevertheless greatly appreciate their cooperation. Our thanks go out to the
project Pamét naroda (Memory of Nations), this being a unique collection
of authentic accounts of eyewitnesses from former Czechoslovakia. Thanks
also belong to Petr Balajka, Pavlina Buxbaum, David Buxbaum, Branislava
Galova, Fedor Gal, Martin Korcok, Martina Kotii¢kova, Hana Kubatova, Da-
vid Livingstone, Marta Mala, Martin Navratil, Radek Oplustil, Petr Papou-
Sek, Radek Roule, Renata SkaloSova from Riéany Museum, Jindfich Streit,
Jana TesSerova and Michal Vander, as well as the non-profit organisation
JEWROPE, the management of the festival Mazel Tov, the platforms Tachles
TV and Tachles News and the Jewish Community in Galanta.
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