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Preface

The Acta Kierkegaardiana series has this season reached its 10th anniversary. As the series
editors, we do not think it an overstatement to say that Acta Kierkegaardiana has become a home
for high-quality scientific and scholarly literature, designed to encompass not only researchers in
the field of philosophy, ethics, and other humanities, but also students, and other readers, who are
interested in a deeper understanding of human life and our reasons for being. We see several
grounds for such a claim. Firstly, we recognize the great work of dozens of scholars and
researchers from all over the world who have contributed their original essays in order to produce
seven volumes of excellent quality. These volumes have brought together great writers from
numerous different contexts and perspectives within their own fields of expertise. Secondly, we
recognize the contribution of the organizational team, consisting in leading experts and thinkers
who willingly shoulder the significant editorial work, consultation, and advisory responsibility
necessary to ensure that the quality of Acta Kierkegaardiana should steadily rise. The third and
principal reason is, of course, the genius of the Danish phenomenon S. Kierkegaard, who is not
only the raison d'étre for the series itself but is also its ultimate end. This reason is deceptively
simple: Kierkegaard has left the world with writings of immense value, the message of which has
not yet been fully realized. His written corpus is, without doubt, a deep well of inspiration for
anyone who faces the philosophical challenges of the present age. We have tried to expose in each
Volume and Supplement something of how Kierkegaard was exceptionally qualified and gifted in
reflecting on the problems of his time, perceiving their panoramic dialectics, and courageously
drawing his own sketches of possible solutions. His analytical review of different philosophical
insights from the past has made such insights profound reference points for the pressing issues of
his own age. In individual volumes of Acta Kierkegaardiana, we have therefore dealt with
different aspects of Kierkegaard’s thinking and the immense riches of expression in his perception

of the world, humanity, and society, all captured in works of extraordinary linguistic and stylized



art. The final reason to support our courageous claim is the very special collaboration we have
witnessed between scholars from different generations. Acta Kierkegaardiana has thus become a
bridge by which readers can penetrate and embrace not only the thinking world of S. Kierkegaard,
but also the living ‘think-tank’ of young and experienced scholars across universities, continents,

and other institutions, that put his corpus of writings at the heart of their research interests.

Roman Kralik and Simon Podmore



Introduction

Kierkegaard as Scholar in Classical Studies

One of the best kept secrets among the general reading public is Kierkegaard’s expertise in
classical studies, especially in the Greek tradition. While his publications in the fields of
philosophy and theology are world-famous, his research in the study of the Greek and Roman
classics remains in relative neglect. What kind of contribution, if any, would it make if it were
presented to classics scholars today? Or, to put this question in another, more pointed way: how
might Kierkegaard fare seeking a senior research position in a classics department within the
twenty-first century’s hectic job market?

While there are many other, more profound, reasons for examining Kierkegaard’s research
in classical Greek studies than the question of Kierkegaard’s job prospects in the twenty-first
century, the question is intriguing; and setting out to answer it involves raising some of those other
possible questions, too. Picture to yourself, then, that, by some miracle of modern medicine,
Kierkegaard has been brought back to contemporary Denmark and is facing a hiring interview for
a position in classics at the University of Copenhagen. Since no one would expect Kierkegaard to
be up to date, either about the latest research in the field of classics, or even about the fate of his
own publications, the department has sent out an international call for papers concerning
Kierkegaard’s contributions to classical studies; and Kierkegaard, assisted by a small team of
editors, has selected some of the papers in advance to serve as a basis for discussion at the hiring
interview. Of these selected papers, Kierkegaard comments on ten of them during his interview.
The selected papers on which he comments are to be printed in a volume of Acta Kierkegaardiana.
In addition, Kierkegaard also refers in the interview to other, previously published, papers. Two of
these, by Shoni Rancher and Laura Llevedot, are identified both in the interview transcript and in

its footnotes.



The makeup of the hiring committee—we shall suppose—is the same as any such
committee would be apt to have, including faculty members from different areas of Kierkegaard’s
expertise. Surely there would also be a strong predominance of the Greek-oriented over the Latin-
oriented faction in the department.

In this case, the interview committee consists of five members. Their subject areas,
specializations, and likely teaching responsibilities are as follows:

Greek literature, philology, and the fine arts. Chair of Classics Department. Teaching
often includes classes in Greece.

Classical Greek philosophy. Member of Classics Department; adjunct in Philosophy
(which, along with Classics, is part of the “Philosophy Faculty”).

Classical and Hellenistic Greek religions. Member of Theology Faculty; adjunct in
Classics. Teaches Christian origins and medieval Christian thought, in the Theology
Faculty; New Testament Greek and Hellenistic religions, in the Classics Department.
Classical Greek and Roman Rhetoric. Member of Classics Department; adjunct in the
Comparative Literature Program (Philosophy Faculty).

Latin philology and literature. Member of Classics Department. Teaches Latin

language and literature classes.

As you read the essays in this volume, you may want to imagine what questions you, if you

were one or another of these Classics Department faculty members, would pose to Kierkegaard.

Enjoy your reading!

William McDonald and Andrew J. Burgess
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