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PREDMLUVA

V roce 2003 jsme s dnes jiz zesnulym pfitelem dr. Davidem Kraftem a ve spo-
lupréci s Néprstkovym muzeem v Praze pfipravili vystavu ,,Cesi v Americe®.
Soucasné byl vyddn katalog, jehoz prvni vyddni bylo pomérné brzy rozebrano.
Diky podpofte Velvyslanectvi Spojenych stdtti americkych v Praze bylo mozné
ptistoupit k novému, nepatrné rozsifenému vyddni, a to pravé v roce pfipo-
minky stého vyroéi vzniku nezavislého Ceskoslovenska.

Knizka je ur¢ena Sirokému okruhu ¢tendfi s cilem poskytnout zdkladni in-
formace o vzdjemnych ¢esko (¢eskoslovensko) - americkych vztazich v prabé-
hu téméf péti staleti.



FOREWORD

In 2003, me and my now deceased friend Dr. David Kraft, in cooperation
with the Niprstek Museum in Prague, prepared an exhibition on “Czechs
In America’. At the same time, we published a catalogue, the first edition of
which sold out fairly quickly. Thanks to the support of the U.S. Embassy in
Prague, and on the occasion of the Czechoslovak Centennial Anniversary it
was possible to prepare a rather extended re-edition of this book.

The book is aimed at the wide public with the intention to provide basic
information on our mutual Czech (Czechoslovak) — American relations over
the course of nearly five hundred years.



Uvop

St¢hovdni lidi je univerzdlnim jevem, ktery lidstvo provazi od pocdtku dé-
jin. Jsou zemé, jez diky svym politickym pomérim, hospoddiské prosperi-
t¢, kulturni vyspélosti ¢i jinym faktoram byly spiSe zemémi cilovymi. Naopak
jsou i zemé, které — at uz vinou vlastni ¢i vlivem vnéjsich okolnosti — po sta-
leti trpély odlivem svého obyvatelstva. Ceské zemé patii spise do druhé kate-
gorie. Jiz sama geografickd poloha pfeduréila Cechiim osud, ¥e ze viech stran
byli od nepaméti vystaveni vlivu silnéjich sousedu, Ze neustdle zili na kiizo-
vatce obchodnich cest od severu na jih ¢i od zdpadu na vychod a ze se tak std-
vali svédkem i aktérem stfetdvani mnoha ndrodt, kultur, ndbozenskych vlivii
a politickych ideologii.

Jen miélo evropskych ndrodi bylo tak citelné zasazeno vystéhovalectvim,
at uz timto pojmem rozumime odchod dobrovolny nebo vynuceny, tzv. exil.
Cesi odchézeli do svéta i v dobéch, kdy pouta feudalniho rezimu nedovolova-
la volny pohyb obyvatel. Prvni pocetnéjsi exodus lze zaznamenat uz za husit-
skych viélek, kdy do exilu odeslo nékolik set predstavitelt katolického kléru.
Pfimo osudovym pro ¢eské zemé se pak stal odchod pobélohorskych exulan-
t, kdy podle odhadd dobovych prament z ndbozenského presvédéeni opus-
tilo domov na tficet tisic rodin a jednotlived, Citajicich snad az dvé sté tisic
osob. Reformni usili Josefa II. pfineslo i prvni pokus o prdvni Gpravu vysté-
hovalectvi v podobé patentu z roku 1784. Avsak teprve revolu¢ni rok 1848
a jeho dusledky znamenaly zdsadni obrat v charakteru ceského vystéhova-
lectvi: uvolnénim feuddlnich pout bylo lidem poprvé umoznéno odchdzet
dobrovolné a dominantni pfi¢inou se staly pohnutky socidlni a ekonomické,
i kdyz ani diivejsi pric¢iny ndbozenské a politické nevymizely Gplné. Pro po-
méry v Rakousku a pro situaci Cechti zvld3t je piiznacné, 7e v tomrto poci-
te¢nim obdobi masového vystéhovalectvi to byly predevsim ceské zemé, keeré
byly timto jevem postizeny. Stejné tak je pfiznacné, ze to byly praveé Spojené
staty americké, kam vétsina Cechti odchézela.

Veérdina Cechit si dobfe uvédomovala, Ze Zivor, ktery je v Americe ¢ekd,
bude na mile vzdélen od romantickych predstav. Tusili, ze ptjde o tézky z4-
pas o holou existenci. Pfesto odchdzeli s nadéji na lep$i budoucnost, odché-
zeli do zem¢, kterd slibovala svobodu politickou i svobodu vyzndni, do zemé,
kterd z nich poprvé uéinila plnohodnotnou a sebevédomou bytost. A pri-



INTRODUCTION

The migration of people is a universal phenomenon that has accompanied
mankind since the very inception of human history. There are countries that,
because of their political set up, economic prosperity, cultural development
or other factors, have become more attractive as destinations. On the other
hand, some countries have been burdened with a steady outflow of its inha-
bitants for centuries. The Czech lands more likely belong to the second ca-
tegory. The very geographical location from time immemorial predestined
the fate of Czechs to be exposed from all directions to the influence of their
powerful neighbors, to permanently live at the crossroads of commercial rou-
tes from north to south or from west to east, therefore becoming the witness
and actor of the clashes of many nations, cultures, religious influences and po-
litical ideologies.

Only a few European nations were hit by emigration so badly, no matter
whether under this term we understand a voluntary departure or a forced one,
a so-called exile. Paradoxically, the Czechs emigrated even at times when the
bonds of the feudal system regularly did not allow the free movement of inha-
bitants. The first major exodus can be recorded during the Hussite wars when
several hundred members of the Catholic clergy left for exile. Truly fateful for
the Czech lands was the exile of the post-White Mountain Battle refugees. Ac-
cording to historical estimations around thirty thousand families and indivi-
duals left their homes. Emperor Joseph II and his reform movement brought
the first legal framework for emigration in the form of the Patent of 1784. But
it was only the revolution of 1848 and its impact that caused radical change
in the character of Czech emigration: relieving the feudal bonds, thus enabling
for the first time one to leave voluntarily, and the dominant causes were social
and economic although the earlier religious and political causes did not com-
pletely disappear. It is symptomatic for the circumstances in Austria and the si-
tuation of the Czechs that during this initial period of mass emigration it was
especially the Czech lands that were affected by this phenomenon. And no
less symptomatic is the fact that it was the United States where the majority
of Czechs were leaving for.

Most Czechs realized that the life that was waiting for them in America
would be far from romantic. They suspected that it would be a rather difficult
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vé za to byli své nové vlasti vdé¢ni, pravé proto ji odevzddvali sviij um, svij
talent a svou pric¢inlivost. Bylo by nesprdvné myslet si, ze vétsina z nich do-
sahla aspéchu, uzndni a bohatstvi. Ti, kterym se to povedlo, tvoii jen $picku
ledovce. Naprostd vétsina kondila jako délnici v tovdrndch a dilndch velko-
mést, jako farmdafi na nekoneénych prériich. Patfi jim v$em dik, Ze ani pfi
kazdodennich starostech nezapominali na sviij pivod a i ze svych skromnych
vydelka prispéli, kdyz to jejich stard vlast nejvice potfebovala. Tisice dolar,
které putovaly do Cech na podporu vlastnich pifbuznych, na podporu prv-
niho i druhého zahrani¢niho odboje, na podporu boje proti komunismu, ne-
bylo jesté zdaleka to jediné, ¢im své staré vlasti prispéli. Nejeden z nich nebo
z jejich syna polozil za vlast svych otcl to nejdrazsi, svij zivot. A byli pre-
dev$im vzdilenymi reprezentanty Ceského ndroda a svym jedndnim, svymi
tspéchy ziskdvali uzndni nejen sobé, ale i svym bratfim a sestrdm za mofem.
Pomohli zménit pohled Ameri¢ant na pfislusniky ndroda, kterym se zpocdt-
ku hanlivé fikalo ,Bohunks®, pomohli svému ndrodu ziskat cenné pritele,
ktefi malé zemi v srdci Evropy nezi$tné pomdhali budovat demokracii. Jména
jako Charles Crane, Gutzon Borglum, Fiorello LaGuardia, John H. Lathrop
a mnohd dalsf, skrytd pod oznadenim ,ameriéti ptitelé“ a v Ceské republice
dnes téméf nezndmd, by méla byt vytesina zlatym pismem stejné jako jmé-
na mnoha americkych Cechi, kterym se za jejich ¢innost a p¥inos pro starou
vlast nedostalo mnohdy ani podékovdni.

Spojené staty americké byly pro Cechy a ¢eské zemé predeviim zemf svo-
body a demokracie, zemi velkych moznosti. Tady sbirali zkusenosti ¢esti pod-
nikatelé, politici a novindfi. Sem prichdzeli nacerpdvat novou inspiraci e$ti
umeélci. Toto kulturni obohacovini vsak nebylo jednostranné. Za svoji ote-
vienou ndru¢ Amerika ziskdvala to, Ze se s ni o své uméni délili nejlepsi cesti
umeélci, ze elita ¢eského ndroda zde odevzdivala sviij védecky, podnikatelsky
nebo napfiklad sportovni potencidl. Vzdjemny vztah byl proto po celd sta-
leti oboustranné obohacujici a inspirativni. S timto védomim bychom m¢li
pfistupovat i k hodnoceni ¢esko-americkych vztahti a méli bychom se — Cesi
i Ameri¢ané — zasadit o jejich dal$i rozvoj.
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struggle for survival. Despite this, they were leaving in the hope of a better fu-
ture, to a country that was promising them political and religious freedom,
to a country that was about to transform them into full-fledged and self-con-
fident individuals. Just because of this they were grateful to their new home-
land, just because of this they brought Her their knowledge, their talent, their
skills. The majority of them did not achieve success, recognition and richness.
Those who did manage to accomplish it formed but a small minority. The
overwhelming majority ended up as factory or workshop laborers in big ci-
ties, as farmers on the endless prairies. They all deserve our thanks. Even du-
ring their everyday travails, they did not forget their origins. From their small
earnings they contributed when the old homeland was in need. Thousands
of dollars were sent to Bohemia to support the first and the second resistan-
ce movements and later for the fight against Communism, was not the only
thing they sacrificed for their old homeland. Some of them or their sons gave
their lives for the country of their fathers. They were also distant representati-
ves of the Czech nation, and through their acts, and their success, they gained
recognition not just for themselves but for their brothers and sisters across
the ocean. They contributed to change the American perception of those who
were originally pejoratively referred to as “Bohunks”, they helped their nation
to gain valuable new friends, friends who without a word joined the Czechs
in their support to build democracy in a small country in the heart of Euro-
pe. Names such as Charles R. Crane, Gutzon Borglum, Fiorello LaGuardia,
John H. Lathrop and many others who are hidden under the term “American
friends” and nearly unknown in the Czech Republic, should today be carved
in letters of gold as the names of the many American Czechs who many times
did not receive a single word of thanks for their activities and contributions
towards the old country.

The United States of America was mainly considered by Czechs to be
a country of freedom and democracy, and a land of opportunities. Here Czech
businessmen, politicians and journalists gained new experience. Here Czech
artists came for inspiration. Such cultural enrichment, however, was not uni-
lateral. Thanks to Her open arms America received and enjoyed the best
of Czech artists, and the Czech nation left its elite scientific, entrepreneu-
rial or sporting potential in America. With this in mind we should evaluate
Czech — American relations, and with this in mind we—Czechs and America-
ns—should cultivate their future development.
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Mikulds Bakaldr Stétina — Spis o novych
zemiech a 0 Novém svété, o némzto jsme prve
Zddné zndmosti neméli ani kdy co sljchali.,
Plzer: 1506 (?)

Mikulds Bakaldr Stétina — “An account
of the new lands and the New World of which

we have had no knowledge and have heard
nothing”, Plzeri 1506 (?)

Origindl ulozen v Pamdtniku ndrodniho
pisemnictvl, Praha

Original deposited in the Memorial
of National Literature in Prague

~Spis o novych zemiech a o Novém
svété, o némito jsme prve 2ddné
zndmosti neméli ani kdy co sly-
chali“ piedstavuje prvni cesky psa-
né dilo o Americe. Jednd se o cesky
pteklad dopisu Ameriga Vespucciho
o jeho tieti cest¢ do Nového svéta,
ktery Vespucci zaslal Lorenzu de Me-
dici. Preklad z roku 1506 je dilem
plzenského knihtiskate slovenského
pivodu Mikuldse Bakalite Stétiny.
Sviyj preklad zestrucnil, ale zdroven
doplnil o informace z jinych dobo-
vych prament.

Znalosti o Americe vsak byly jes-
t¢ po dalsi dvé stoleti velmi omezené,
zkreslené a Casto romantické. Prvni
podoba Ameriky v Cechich je obraz
v prostordch Valdstejnského paldce
v Praze (dne$ni sidlo Sendtu), jehoz
autorem je italsky barokni malif Bac-
ciodiBianco (1604-1656). Do Prahy
ptijel na pozvdni Albrechta z Valdstej-
na, pro kterého v letech 1623-1630
vytvofil fadu fresek a mezi nimi i po-
dobu ¢tyf tehdy zndmych kontinentd,
véetné Ameriky.

O nové objeveny svét se zivé zajimal
i Jan Amos Komensky (1592-1670).
V nékterych svych dilech vénoval po-
zornost jazykim ptivodnich obyvatel.



FIRST CONTACTS WITH AMERICA
AND THE BEGINNINGS OF CZECH EMIGRATION TO AMERICA

“An account of the new lands and the New World of which we have had
no knowledge and have heard nothing” (Spis 0 novych zemiech a o Novém
svété, o némzto jsme prve Zddné zndmosti neméli ani kdy co sljchali) represents
the first Czech-language writing on America. It was the Czech translation
of a letter from Amerigo Vespucci describing his third voyage to the New
World, addressed to Lorenzo de Medici. The translation of 1506 was the
work of the Pilsner bookbinder of Slovak origin Mikul4s Bakal4t Stétina, who
abbreviated the letter and included information in it from other sources of
that period.

For another two centuries the knowledge of America was very limited, dis-
torted and often romantic. The first image of Amerlca in Bohemla isa fresco
in the Wallenstein Palace in Prague (to- (g '
day the seat of the Senate) the author
of which is the Italian baroque pain-
ter Baccio di Bianco (1604-1656).
He came to Prague invited by Albrecht
of Wallenstein for whom he created seve-
ral frescoes during 1623-1630, the im-
age of the four then known continents
being among them, including America.

Among those who were avidly inte-
rested in the newly-discovered world was |
a Czech humanist John Amos Comeni-
us (1592-1670). In some of his publi-
cations he devoted his attention to the
languages of the native inhabitants. He |

was interested in the possibility of arran-
ging education for the Indians. He had Baccio di Bianco — ,Amerika“.
been obtaining information about them Valdstéinsky paldc, Praha

through his protestant friends in Am-

o Wallenstein Palace, Prague.
sterdam and London. The majority of
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Komensky se zajimal o moznost zajistit in-
didntim vzdéldni. Informace o nich ziskdval
prostiednictvim stykt s protestantskymi
pfételi v Amsterodamu a Londyné. Nejvi-
ce informaci mu pravdépodobné poskytl
jeho velky obdivovatel John Winthrop, Jr.,
prvni guvernér Connecticut Colony. Bé-
hem své cesty po Evropé v roce 1642 pry
Komenskému nabidl i misto prezidenta

Harvardovy koleje. Komensky vsak upfed-

Jan Amos Komensky (Comenius) nostnil pﬁsobem’ ve Svédsku, ale i poté spo-
Portrét uveieinény v v americkém 10 udrzovali korespondencni styk. Jméno
tasopise Bohemian Voice Komenského dnes nese méstecko ve std-

Portrait published in Czech-American 1€ Wisconsin, kde vétdinu Obyvatel tvorl
Jjournal Bohemian Voice indidni Winnebago.

» 1en odvdzny muz Jan Amos Comenius, jehoz véhlas je rozsiven nejméné ve
tiech jazycich (za coz vdécime jeho dilu Janua), by byl vhodny a byl s tim
i srozumén od pana Winthropa béhem jeho cesty do Nizozemi, Ze prijde
do Nové Anglie a Ze osviti tuto Kolej a tuto zemi jako rektor: Ale pozvdni
Svédského velvyslance jej odklonilo jinam, takze tento nesrovnatelny Mora-
van se nestal Americanem.

Cotton Mather, Ecclesiastical History of New England,
Lond}'fn 1702, s. 128.

S vypravou Sira Richarda Grenvilla pobyval v roce 1585 nékolik mésicit v ob-
lasti dne$nich stdtt Virginia a Severni Karolina ¢eskozidovsky metalurg Joa-
chim Gaunz (Gaunze, Gans). Bliz$i idaje o ném zatim nejsou zndmy, sim
v§ak uvadél, Ze pochdzi z Cech. Za pobytu v Némecku byl jako uzndvany od-
bornik na hornictvi a metalurgii pozvin do Anglie, odkud nakonec podni-
kl vypravu do Ameriky. Na ostrové Roanoke provddél rozbor hornin ve snaze
najit drahé kovy. Jeho metalurgickd dilna, jejiz stopy se archeologim podafi-
lo objevit, je prvni védeckou laboratofi na ptidé pozdéjsich Spojenych stdt
americkych. Roanoke se mél stdt zikladem anglické kolonie, ale prvni kolo-
nisté beze stopy zmizeli a zistaly jen zbytky po jejich osidleni. Ostrov a okol-
ni pevnina byly tehdy osidleny algonkinskymi indidny.
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this information was provided by his great admirer John Winthrop, Jr., the
first Governor of the Connecticut Colony. During his travels through Euro-
pe in 1642 he allegedly offered Comenius the position of President of Har-
vard College. Comenius decided instead to work in Sweden but even after
that they corresponded regularly. Today the name of Komensky is borne by
a small city in Wisconsin the majority of the population of which is formed

by the Winnebago Indians.

“That brave old man Johannes Amos Comenius, the fame of whose worth
hath been Trumpetted as far as more than Three Languages, (Whereof eve-
ryone is endebted unto his Janua), could carry it, was agreed withal by our
Myr. Winthrop, in his travels through the Low Countries, to come over into
New England and Illuminate this Colledge and Country in the Quali-
ty of President: But the Solicitations of the Swedish ambassador, diverting
him another way, that Incomparable Moravian became not an American.”

Cotton Mather, Ecclesiastical History of New England,
London 1702, p. 128.

As a member of the expedition headed by Sir Richard Grenville, the Czech-
-Jewish metallurgist Joachim Gaunz (Gaunze, Gans) spent several months
in 1585 in the region of present-day Virginia and North Carolina. The details
about him are still unknown, but he himself claimed a Bohemian origin. Du-
ring his stay in Germany he, an already well-renowned expert on mining and
metallurgy, was invited to England from where he finally undertook an ex-
pedition to America. In an attempt to find precious metals, he analyzed the
minerals on Roanoke Island. His metallurgical workshop, the traces of which
archeologists have succeeded in locating, was presumably the first scientific la-
boratory on the soil of the future United States. Roanoke was intended to be-
come the nucleus of an English colony. However, the first colonists to settle
there, disappeared without a trace, leaving only the vestiges of their settle-
ment. At that time, the island and the closest mainland were inhabited by the
Algonquin Indians.

The first historically recorded Czech to settle on the territory of the pre-
sent-day United States was Augustin Hefman (1621 or 1623 — 1686). He is
thought to have been born either in Prague or Mseno; his date of birth, too,
remains unclear. He left Bohemia as a small boy, together with numerous exi-
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Prvnim historicky dolozenym Cechem usazenym na ptidé dnesnich Spoje-
nych stdth americkych byl Augustin Hefman (1621 nebo 1623 — 1686). Exi-
stuji dohady, zda se narodil v Praze nebo ve Msen¢ a jisty neni ani rok jeho
narozeni. Lze se domnivat, e Cechy opustil spolu s mnoha dal$imi pobélo-
horskymi exulanty. Prvni zminka o ném na tizemi Ameriky se vztahuje k roku
1633, kdy ve sluzbdch holandské Zipadoindické spole¢nosti domnéle jednal
s indidny o odkoupeni ptidy pobliz dnesni Filadelfie. Historicky doloZené zpré-
vy jsou vsak az z roku 1644, kdy se usadil v Novém Amsterodamu (dnesni
New York). Zde pracoval jako ¢len nejvyssi rady (,Nine Men”) guvernéra Pete-
ra Stuyvesanta. Byl ¢inny téz jako obchodnik, diplomat a kartograf. Pro Cecila
Calverta, Lorda z Baltimoru, zhotovil kolem roku 1670 mapu Virginie a Ma-
rylandu. Dokonc¢il ji po deseti letech prdce. Mapa pak vysla tiskem na ¢tyfech
deskdch v Londyné v roce 1673. Jednalo se o viibec prvni mapu Virginie a Ma-
rylandu a byla natolik kvalitni, ze byla uzivdna je$t¢ téméf sto let po vyddni.
Za své zésluhy obdrzel Hefman v Marylandu rozsédhlé pozemky, které hrdé po-
jmenoval ,Ceské panstvi” — ,Bohemia Mannor”. Zde si postavil velky dum. Je
rovnéz autorem jednoho z vitbec prvnich vyobrazeni New Yorku.

Augustin Hetman, pobled na New Amsterdam (New York), kolem 1650
Augustin Hetman, the View of New Amsterdam (New York), around 1650

Otisténo v roce 1657 na titulni strané holandského dila Beschruewinghe van Virginia
Published in 1657 on the frontpage of the Dutch book Beschruewinghe van Virginia

Tomds C'ﬂpe/e, Pamidtky Ceskyjch emigrantii v Americe. New York 1907

Vedle Augustina Hefmana Zilo jiz v 17. stoleti ve stit¢ New York prav-
dépodobné vice ceskych exulantll. K nejzndméj$im pattil Bedfich Filip
(1626-1702), zvany Frederick Philipse (Felipsen, Flypsen, Filypsen, Philipsen).
Partil k protestantské rodiné, kterd se po odchodu z Cech usadila v Holandsku
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les banished following the Battle of the Whi-
te Mountain. Hefman’s presence on American
soil was first mentioned in 1633, when — in the
service of the Dutch West India Company — he
supposedly negotiated with the Indians over the
purchase of land in the vicinity of today’s Phi-
ladelphia. However, the first historically docu-
mented record of him dates from 1644, when
he settled in New Amsterdam (now New York
City). There, he was elected a member of the
Supreme Council (“Nine Men”) of Governor
Peter Stuyvesant. He was also active as a mer-

chant, diplomat and cartographer. In about Augustin Herman

1670, after ten years of intensive work, Hef- (1621 nebo 1623~ 1686), proni
man produced for Cecil Calvert and Lord Cech usazeny na piidé Ameriky

Baltimore, the very first map — and a very high- Augustin Hetman
(1621 or 1623 — 1686) The first

Czech to reside on American soil

-quality one — of Virginia and Maryland. The
map was of such outstanding quality that it was
Zvétsenina portrétu A. Hermana
o ) ) na jeho mapé Virginie
printing in 1673 in London. For his valuable a Marylandu z roku 1673

used for nearly one hundred years after its first

services he received an extensive tract of land Enlargement of A. Hesman's
in Maryland, which he proudly named “Bohe- portrait printed on his map

mia Mannor”. On it, he built for himself a large of Virginia and Maryland

residence. Hefman was also the author of one in 1673

of the very first drawings of New York.

Apart from Augustin Hefman, as early as the 17" century other Czech
exiles resided on the territory of today’s New York State. Among the best
known was Bedfich Filip (1626-1702), also called Frederick Philipse (Fe-
lipsen, Flypsen, Filypsen or Philipsen). He was born into a Protestant family
which, upon emigrating from Bohemia, settled in Holland and subsequent-
ly, in 1658, in New York. A skilled carpenter by profession who had arrived
in America destitute, Philipse managed to accumulate great wealth here. One
of the two residences he had built for himself was later purchased by the city
of Yonkers, which installed in it a Town Hall. Reputedly, George Washington
himself had sought the hand of Philipse’s lovely granddaughter Marie; how-
ever, she rejected his proposal of marriage. To this day, the name of Frederick
Philipse is recalled in the name of a town in New York State — Phillipsburg.
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