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Piedmluva ke ¢tenaitm

Tato kniha povidek je inspirovana skute¢nymi zivotnimi piibéhy
a je urcena stfedné pokro¢ilym studentim anglického jazyka. Jisté
zaujme Ctenate, keeti si ridi formou cetby a dopliiujicich cviceni
udrzuji svoje ziskané znalosti nebo je déle prohlubuji.

Kromé cetby nabizi uéebnice fadu aktivit zaméfenych na
porozuméni pfectenému textu a niméty k ustnimu ¢i pisemnému
projevu. Kazdd povidka je doplnéna podrobnym vykladem
nejdilezitéjsich gramatickych jevi. Anglicky psané povidky maji
cesky preklad, ktery mtizete vyuzit a pokusit se nezdvisle na ucebnici
preklddat ptibéh z cestiny do angli¢tiny nebo naopak anglicky text
prelozit do ¢eStiny a potom porovnat svou verzi s u¢ebnici. Zvolené
aktivity jisté upevni a rozsiii vaSe znalosti a predevsim po precteni a
prostudovéni celé knihy ziskite cenny pocit osvézenych védomosti

i zdravého sebevédomi a chut do dalsiho studia anglického jazyka.

Pi{jemnou zibavu s knihou vim pfeje

Alena Kuzmovi



The Case of Bizarre Death

“It was a strange case from a legal point of view; really unusual and
complicated,” Dr. Don Harper Williams started his speech at the
meeting of the Institute of Court Experts. “At the beginning,
everything looked like a suicide. The young man left a suicide letter
for his parents in which he described his dejection of life, and he
jumped down from the roof of their ten-story house. However, the
medical examiner pronounced that the cause of death was in fact a
gunshot wound to the head, not the fall from the height. It is necessary
to point out that the life net for the safety of builders had been placed
around the house on the level of the eighth floor before the man
jumped down. Therefore, Jack Danvers couldn’t have committed
suicide by hurling himself off the building. The whole incident was
seen by a witness — a worker doing some repairs on the roof of the
opposite building. He confirmed he had seen a man on the opposite
roof, who suddenly brought himself to jump down. Only a second
after the man had jumped, the worker could hear a shot from
somewhere inside of the house across the street.

There is a rule that the death of a person who decides to commit
suicide and succeeds in it, although it is actually done difterently from
the intended way, it is still classified as a suicide. However, Jack

Danvers was shot on the way to death, which wouldn’t have come



true thanks to the life net. That’s why the medical examiner made the
conclusion that it was a murder.

Among the questioned people from the house there was one
family from the eighth floor. They confirmed that at the time of the
incident, they had heard a noisy row from the flat above, something
that had happened many times before. This time, however, the row
ended by a shot. It turned out that the people living in the flat on the
ninth floor from which the shouting and the shot could be heard were
Mr. and Mrs. Danvers, Jack’s parents. The old man confessed to
quarreling with his wife. He said he had aimed his gun at her as he
had done many times before. However, he didn’t load the gun
because he only wanted to frighten her, not kill her. His wife
confirmed his statement. But in the last quarrel the old man was so
upset that when he pulled the trigger, he missed his wife and the shot
hit Jack as he was just falling outside their window on the ninth floor.

Despite the identical statement of the old man and his wife, he was
still accused of murdering their son Jack, since the law says that
someone going to kill person A but by this attempt actually kills the
person B, is guilty of murdering person B. Nevertheless, the old man
combatted this accusation very obdurately. He claimed that he had
thought the gun wasn’t loaded and hadn’t had any intention to kill his
wife. And so the killing of Jack Danvers for some time appeared to be
an accident as the gun had probably been loaded by mistake.

The significant turn in the investigation set in just when another
important witness came up. It was Jack’s friend who worked with him

as a waiter in the same hotel. He said he had seen Jack load the gun a



few days before the disaster. He also explained the background of this
unhappy incident since Jack had opened his heart to him and had told
him about his troubles which had been destroying him for a few
months. Both young men attended a gambling club, where a lot of
money was involved. Jack hadn’t been lucky for the last few months
before the disaster. He lost a large sum of money and his salary and
savings weren’t enough to pay for his debts. He tried to ask his mother
for a loan as he knew she had a large bank account. However, she
refused to help him and even warned that he would have to leave their
flat if he didn’t stop gambling.

Jack borrowed a large sum of money from a man in the hotel bar
but he wasn’t able to pay it back on the arranged day. The man sent
his group of “hard boys” so that they would teach him a lesson. One
night they attacked him in a dark street. He came home half dead and
quite depressed. Jack’s mother still didn’t change her attitude, though.
He thought her to be ruthless and started to hate her.

Since Jack felt quite helpless, he determined to take desperate
action. He knew that his father often pointed a gun at his mother
during their fights to frighten her. Jack decided to load the gun and
to arrange everything so that his father could shoot his mother during
their next row. As the day for paying his debt got closer, Jack still
didn’t have the money and his parents didn’t have any row, so he
couldn’t find any other solution except for committing suicide.

Nevertheless, the circumstances wouldn’t have allowed him to

commit it. However, by loading the gun for shooting his mother, Jack



ensured his own death. In the end, the medical examiner concluded

the case as a suicide.”



Pfipad bizarni smrti

,Z pravniho hlediska to byl podivny piipad; opravdu neobvykly a
komplikovany, zacal svoji fe¢ Dr. Don Harper Williams na zasedéni
Institutu soudnich znalct. ,Na za¢itku vSechno vypadalo jako
sebevrazda. Ten mlady muz zanechal dopis na rozlouc¢enou svym
rodi¢tim, ve kterém popsal svou skli¢enost zivotem, a skocil ze stfechy
jejich desetipatrového domu. Avsak soudni lékai konstatoval, ze
pfi¢inou smrti byla ve skute¢nosti stfelnd rdna do hlavy, nikoli pad
z vysky. Je nutno poznamenat, ze na trovni osmého patra byla na
domé instalovdna zichranni si¢ pro stavafe pfedtim, nez muz skocil
dolt. Proto by byl Jack Danvers nemohl spichat sebevrazdu skokem
dolt. Celou tuto udalost vidél jeden svédek — délnik, ktery privé délal
néjaké opravy na stiese protéjsi budovy. Potvrdil, Ze vidél muze na
protéjsi sttese, ktery se ndhle odhodlal a skocil doli. Teprve za vtefinu
poté, co muz skocil, délnik uslysel vystiel odnékud zevnitf
protilehlého domu.

Je pravidlem, ze smrt osoby, kterd se rozhodne spichat sebevrazdu
a podaii se ji to, i kdyz zptisobem, ktery pavodné nezamygslela, se
presto klasifikuje jako sebevrazda. Avsak Jack Danvers byl posttelen
na cesté ke smrti, kterd by se byla neuskutecnila diky zichranné siti.

Proto soudni lékaf ucinil zdvér, Ze to je vrazda.



Mezi vyslychanymi lidmi z domu byla jedna rodina z osmého
patra. Jeji clenové potvrdili, zZe v dobé nestastné udilosti slyseli
hlasitou hidku z bytu nad nimi, coz se stalo jiz mnohokrat predtim.
Avsak tentokrit skoncila hidka vystfelem. Ukézalo se, ze lidé bydlici
v byté v devitém patte, ze kterého byl slyset kiik a vystiel, jsou pan
a pani Danversovi, Jackovi rodice. Stary muz pfiznal hidku se svou
manzelkou. Rekl, 7e zacilil svou zbrati na ni, jak uz to udélal
mnohokrit pfedtim. AvSak nenabil tu zbran, protoze ji chtél jenom
postrasit, ne ji zabit. Jeho zZena tuto vypovéd potvrdila. Ale pfi této
posledni hiddce byl stary muz tak roz¢ilen, ze kdyz stiskl kohoutek,
minul svou zenu a vysttel zasihl Jacka, ktery pravé padal dolii kolem
jejich okna v devdtém poschodi.

Navzdory shodné vypovédi starého muze a jeho manzelky, muz
byl pfesto obvinén z vrazdy jejich syna Jacka, nebot podle zikona kdo
mé v imyslu zabit osobu A, ale pfi tomto pokusu ve skute¢nosti zabije
osobu B, je vinen vrazdou osoby B. Nicméné stary muz ¢elil tomuto
obvinéni velmi neoblomné. Tvrdil, Ze si myslel, Ze zbran neni nabitd
a ze nemél zadny tmysl zabit svou zenu. A tak zabiti Jacka Danverse
néjaky cas vypadalo jako nehoda, nebot zbraii byla pravdépodobné
nabita nedopatfenim.

Vyznamny obrat ve vySetfovani nastal, teprve kdyz se objevil dalsi
dalezity svédek. Byl to Jackav pfitel, ktery s nim pracoval jako ¢isnik
ve stejném hotelu. Rekl, ze vidél Jacka nabijet tu zbran nékolik dnt
pred nestéstim. On také vysvétlil pozadi této nestastné udalosti, nebot
Jack se mu svéfil a fekl mu o svych starostech, které ho uz nékolik

mésictt nicily. Oba mladi muzi navstévovali hra¢sky klub, kde se
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tocily velké penize. Jack mél smulu nékolik poslednich mésict pred
nestéstim. Prohril velkou sumu penéz a jeho plat a tspory nestacily,
aby zaplatil své dluhy. Snazil se pozddat svou matku o pajcku, protoze
védél, ze ma slusnou sumu na Uété v bance. Avsak ona odmitla mu
pomoci a dokonce ho varovala, ze bude muset odejit z jejich bytu,
jestlize nepfestane s hranim.

Jack si vypujéil velkou sumu penéz od jednoho muze v hotelovém
baru, ale nebyl schopen ji vritit ve stanoveny den. Tento muz poslal
svou partu ,tvrdych chlapa®, aby mu dali lekci. Jednou v noci ho
pfepadli v temné ulici. Vritil se domi napal mrevy a byl dplné na dné.
Avsak Jackova matka pfesto nezménila sviij postoj. On ji povazoval
za nelitostnou a zacal ji nendvidét.

Protoze byl Jack tiplné bezradny, odhodlal se udélat zoufaly ¢in.
Védél, ze jeho otec ¢asto mifi svou zbrani na matku béhem jejich
hédek, aby ji postrasil. Jack se rozhodl nabit tuto zbran a zafidit
vSechno tak, aby otec mohl matku pfi ptisti hidce zastielit. Protoze
se termin k zaplaceni dluhu pfiblizoval, Jack stile nemél ty penize a
jeho rodice neméli zidnou hadku, nemohl uz najit zidné jiné feseni
nez sebevrazdu.

Nicméné okolnosti by byly nedovolily, aby ji spichal. Avsak tim,
ze nabil zbrati k zastfeleni své matky, Jack zajistil svou vlastni smrt.

Nakonec soudni lékat uzaviel tento piipad jako sebevrazdu.”
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Activities:

1.1 Read the story and complete the sentences with a word or a

phrase:

SAEAN R o S

14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.

20.

At the beginning the case looked like ...
The cause of death was in fact ........ocovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiens
The witness was a worker doing some repairs on..................
He could hear ashotfrom .........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia,
The medical examiner made the conclusion that ..................
A family from the eighth floor confirmed that at the time of the
incident they had heard ..............oo
The row ended by ........oooiiiii
The people living on the ninth floor were ........................
Mr. Danvers confessed to quarreling with ........................

. Hesaidhehadn’t ...l the gun.
. The old man was still accused of .. ...ovveeneeiieii i,
. Mr. Danvers claimed he hadn’t had any intention .................

. Jack worked as ...

Jack’s friend from work saw Jack ... a few
days before the disaster.

Bothmen attended ......coooiiiiiii
Jacke..oo a large sum of money.

He wanted hismother ..........coooiiiiiiiii
She warned Jack he would have to .................... if he
didn’t stop gambling.

Jack borrowed a lot of money from .........ccocooiiiiii.
The man from the bar’s “hard boys” gave Jack.....................
in the street.

Jack decided to load the gun so that his father .....................

during their next row.
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21. In the end Jack couldn’t find any other solution ..................
22. The circumstances wouldn’t have allowed himto ................

the suicide.

23. Jack ensured his own death by ...
24. This case was concluded as ...oounneeeeeeee e

1.2 Choose the best answer A,B,C or D:

1.

2.

The cause of death of the young man was
A a fall from the tenth floor.

B a gunshot wound to the heart.

C a gunshot wound to the head.

D a stab wound to the chest.

Jack Danvers couldn’t have committed suicide because
A there was a life net on the eighth floor.

B someone came and prevented him from it.

C he wasn’t brave enough to do it.

D he didn’t want to hurt his parents.

Mr. Danvers couldn’t have loaded his gun because
A he had forgotten about it.

B he hadn’t had any intention to kill his wife.

C he had forgotten to buy cartridges.

D he had lost his cartridges.

The important witness who helped to clarify the case was

A Jack’s cousin.

B The worker who saw Jack falling down from the roof of the
opposite house.

C Jack’s friend from work.

D The neighbour living on the eighth floor.
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Jack lost a large sum of money because he

A had been betting on his favourite horse for a few months.
B had made a bet with his colleague in the hotel bar.

C had lost a few card games with his boss.

D had lost many games of chance in a gambling club.

Jack borrowed a large sum of money from
A his mother.
B his friend from work.

C astrange man in the hotel bar.
D his boss.

Jack decided to commit suicide because

A he hadn’t gotten money to repay his loan.
B his girlfriend had left him.

C he had learnt he was seriously ill.

D his parents wanted him to leave their flat.

The case was concluded as
A an accident.

B a murder.

C asuicide.

D a mischance.
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Grammar:

We often use a verb in the Past Perfect alongside another verb in the Past
Simple or Past Continuous to show that one past event happened before
another.

Casto uzivame sloveso v predminulém case soucasné s dalsim slovesem

v minulém ¢ase prostém & priibéhovém, abychom vyjddiili, Ze jeden déj
se odehrdl pied dalsim déjem v minulosti.

Look at these examples:

He also explained the background of this unhappy incident since Jack had
opened his heart to him and had told him about his troubles which had
been destroying him for a few months.

Jack hadn’t been lucky for the last few months before the disaster.

Grammar:

According to the rules of sequence of tenses, present perfect and past
simple change in past perfect, future will changes in would and present
simple changes in past simple.

Podle pravidel o ¢asové souslednosti se méni predpritomny ¢as a minuly
Cas prosty na predminuly cas, budoucnost will se méni na would a
pritomny cas prosty se méni na minuly as prosty.

Look at these examples:
He confirmed he had seen a man on the opposite roof.
He said he had aimed his gun at her as he had done many times before.

She warned him that he would have to leave their flat if he didn’t stop
gambling.
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He knew that his father often pointed a gun at his mother during their
fights to frighten her.

1.3 Use only one sentence to rephrase these two sentences:

Example: Ibought an interesting book on the way home. After
coming home, I started to read it.

After coming home, I started to read an interesting book I had bought
on the way home.

1.

9.

I studied dolphins’ communication with each other very carefully.
Then I started to write a book about it.

Mrs. Danvers said, “I'm sure my husband didn’t have any intention
to kill me.”

. Jack told me, “I will have to borrow a large sum of money.”

We played tennis yesterday. Half an hour after we began playing,
it started to rain.
I asked Karen to go to the cinema with me to see a new Czech
film. Karen saw the film last week.
Somebody broke into the oftice during the night. We arrived at
work in the morning.
I saw the girl at Rob’s party last Saturday. I met her again and I
recognized her at once.
Sue had dinner with Jack in a restaurant. She wasn’t hungry when
she came home.
Tom left my flat at half past six. I came home at a quarter to seven.

10. Jane asked me, “How long have you been going out with Peter?”
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Grammar:

Past conditional: I would have done

I could have come = I would have been able to come
Minuly kondiciondl: byl bych udélal

byl bych mohl pfijit, mohl jsem prijit

We use could have done for things which were possible but did not
happen.

Could have done uzivime pro déj, ktery se mohl uskutecnit, ale neuskutecnil
se.

Look at these examples:

However, Jack Danvers was shot on the way to death, which wouldn’t
have come true thanks to the life net.

Jack couldn’t have commited the suicide by jumping off the building.
The circumstances wouldn’t have allowed him to commit it.

1.4 Fill in the conditionals would do, could do or would have done,
could have done:

1. Ifell oft a ladder yesterday but 'm all right. I'm lucky. I (hurt)
myself.

2. I'mso tired. I (sleep) for a week.

3. Ifeel like listening to some good music. I (go) with you to the
concert this evening.

4. Jim was on business trip last week. He (prepare) the materials for
the meeting.

5. It’s a pity I didn’t know your address. I (send) you a picture
postcard from my holiday in Egypt.

6. “I'm so busy today.”
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“I (help) you if you liked.”

7. “Fancy that! Jim called me yesterday night. Who (give) him my
telephone number?”

8. Why didn’t you tell me you were flying to Prague? I (meet) you at
the airport.

9. If only I had known the party was going to be so boring! I (take)
you there.

Grammar:

Purposes : so that can be used in negative sentences, with can, could, and
for different subjects. After so that we can use present simple, will, shall,
can, or may (after past simple we use would, could, should, might).
Ucelové véty: so that miizeme pouZivat v zdpornych vétdch, se slovesy can,
could a u odlisnych podméni ve vété. Po spojce so that miiZzeme pouZit
pfitomny cas, will, shall, can ¢i may (po slovese v case minulém uZivame tvary

would, could, should, might).
Look at these examples:

The man sent his group of “hard boys” so that they would teach him a
lesson.

Jack decided to load the gun and to arrange everything so that his father
could shoot his mother by their next row.

1.5 Write sentences with so that:
1. T hurried. I didn’t want to be late.
2. She has saved enough money. She wants to buy some furniture.

3. She hid the presents well. She didn’t want her children to find
them.

18



10.

I'll leave some money on the kitchen table. I want you to buy
some food.

She avoids eating cakes. She doesn’t want to have any problems
with her weight.

Peter always turns the music up. He doesn’t want to hear his
neighbours’ row.

Write the letter slowly. I don’t want you to make many mistakes
in it.

I whispered. I didn’t want anybody else to hear our conversation.
Jane locked the door. She didn’t want to be disturbed.

I'll give you my telephone number. I want you to call me
whenever you like.

19



Settled Accounts

A young man at the age of thirty came to the police station in
Vannes, a small provincial town in the western part of France. He said
he had come to give a statement. He introduced himself as Tom4s
Zahradnik from the Czech Republic and reported that he had just shot
his father. Without being invited, he sat down at the desk opposite a
policeman and started to tell his story. The policeman began to take
down his statement.

The man looked like he could hardly wait to get rid of the great
pressure. He started to tell his story, determined to open his heart to
someone at last. He told about his life up to now and about his feelings
which he had bottled up for many years and which had resulted in
this tragedy. He seemed to be decided to conclude this period of his
life, which wasn’t very happy and discouraged him to live happily and
in a meaningful way. He didn’t appear to be sorry for his act. He spoke
about the murder of his father as if it was a matter of course, as if it
was something that he had to do, something that was the natural
concluding of events in his life. He didn’t look upset; on the contrary,
he was calm and mentally balanced, like a man who had just finished
a piece of work which he had been working on purposefully for many
years. His narration was clear and comprehensible, so it wasn’t

necessary to interrupt him with any other questions.
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