
In last two decades, most countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
have witnessed an ongoing development of democratic governance, 
and have thereby acquired a status of stable democracies. Current 
economic crisis however challenges the traditional position of various 
political actors and may lead to further personalisation of politics. This 
development can be observed also in a shifting position of president 
in other than presidential political systems – a phenomenon that has 
not been sufficiently analysed yet. We can observe how certain strong 
political personalities overstep their constitutionally de�ned powers 
and interfere signi�cantly in the political process. The aim of the book 
is to �nd out whether we can trace an increasing engagement of 
presidents in everyday politics in selected Central and Eastern European 
(CEE) countries. If so, the authors will try to �nd out, what the causes 
of their increasing engagement are, how it is manifested and whether 
it is caused by the president’s personality or rather by a changing 
structure of political opportunities that provides presidents with room 
to manoeuvre. The country chapters were written by distinguished 
experts in the �eld. The book contributes in a substantial way to our 
knowledge of the political systems of the countries of so-called Eastern 
Enlargement of the EU, to the debate on political systems in general, 
and to discussion on role of strong political personalities.
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